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Sir John A. Macdonald Sir Wilfrid Laurier

| see a great future We are here a nation,

for our country and our composed of the most
people. It will be a land heterogeneous elements...
of industry, of intelligence, but with one common aim,
of wealth, and of freedom. and that is the good of
our common country.

MLIis an indispensable source of reasoned and timely thought leadership
that aims to make Canada the best governed country in the world. %
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The Macdonald-Laurier Institute is Canada’s think tank.

Our impact resonates from coast to coast to coast.

Our ideas shape national conversations, our research

informs policy-making, and when we speak, Parliament
listens. Rooted in principle and driven by evidence,
ML/ stands at the forefront of the public conversation,
advancing Canada’s long-term prosperity, unity, and
leadership at home and abroad.




FROM THE CHAIR AND MANAGING DIRECTOR

C anadaneedsan effective government now more than
ever. Around the world, rising authoritarian powers
are waging war - both kinetic and covert - on the values
of free societies. Foreign interference, antisemitism, and
extremism now flourish in the vacuum left by a political
class paralysed by fear and indecision. China interferes
in our democracy. Iran funds proxies that march openly
in our streets. At home, our institutions are unprepared,
unserious, and unable to rise to the moment.

Our ‘woke’ universities are increasingly disconnected
from the views of most Canadians and have entered into
a crisis of their own making, free speech is in decline, the
rule of law is under threat, and the so-called independent
media that should be holding the government to account
on all these issues are increasingly reliant on subsidies
from that very government. In recent years climate
ideologues have too often won the day against responsible
resource and energy development (even when our allies
come asking), crippling our economy and damaging our
reputation on the world stage.

Radical voices too often dominate the discourse
while courageous ones are shouted down.

And yet, MLI has never been stronger or more
committed to doing our part to turn Canada’s response to
these challenges around.

In 2024, we expanded our reach, deepened our
impact, and took our place as Canada’s most influential
think tank. Our Dragon at the Door project continues
to lead the national response to the growing threat posed
by the Chinese Communist Party. After years of MLI
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advocacy, the federal government finally introduced a
plan for implementing a foreign agent registry - and listed
Samidoun, a group we identified and scrutinized well
in advance, as a terrorist entity. This is what meaningful
influence looks like.

Initiatives we launched in 2023 have continued to
resonate. The Promised Land has become a cornerstone
of Canada’s intellectual defence against antisemitism,
extremism, and misinformation about Israel and the
Middle East. Meanwhile, our Washington-based Centre
for North American Prosperity and Security (CNAPS)
has strengthened Canada’s voice abroad and reminded
American allies that Canada can be part of the solution -
on energy, trade, and global security.

Our Voices That Inspire speaker series brought bold,
uncompromising thinkers to the national stage - Douglas
Murray, Tony Abbott, Chris Rufo, Abigail Shrier,
Coleman Hughes - attracting hundreds of thousands of
viewers. We hosted events that mattered, and people paid
attention. We told the truth when others wouldn’t. We
shaped the conversation when others stayed silent.

This was a year of real momentum - not just in
content produced, but in policy shifted. That only
happens because of our exceptional team of policy
experts, researchers, communicators, and supporters
like you who refuse to surrender Canada’s future to
cynicism or decay.

Thank you for standing with us as we fight to restore
good government, serious institutions, and a Canada

worthy of its promise. ¥

Gerry Protti
Chair

Brian Lee Crowley
Managing Director



2024: A YEAR
OF IDEAS 400,000
AND ACTION website users

45 628

in-person events publications

bringing together VIPs, including peer-reviewed research papers,
policy-makers, and long-form commentaries, and
corporate leaders op-eds in major news outlets 13

webinars

1,800,000 16

video views new

on our social media channels including senior fellows
YouTube, X, LinkedIn, and Facebook

who help bring together
MLI’s research, events,
and publications
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ML/ is Canada’s think tank,
with staff and fellows

representing Canada from

coast to coast to coast.
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DOMESTIC
POLICY

Tim Sargent Peter Copeland
Director Deputy Director

MLI’s Domestic Policy program
advances practical, principled solutions to
the challenges facing Canadians at home.
From justice and public safety to media,
digital regulation, and social policy, our
work shapes national conversations and
drives meaningful reform. Through rigorous
research, high-impact commentary, and
strategic convening, the program engages
with complex and often contentious issues
— those that matter most to Canadians but
are too often neglected in public discourse.
With a focus on integrity, independence,
and results, MLIs Domestic Policy
program plays a vital role in strengthening
the institutions and values that underpin

Canadian democracy. %

MLT’s influential paper on

Canadian culture wars

M In one of the most comprehensive analy-
ses of Canadian attitudes on cultural issues
to date, MLI revealed that public opinion
leans strongly against the dominant “woke”
narratives found in media and elite discourse.
Based on national polling, the report showed
Canadians overwhelmingly oppose policies
rooted in identity politics, gender ideology,
and historical revisionism — mirroring trends
in the US and UK. The study offered a
pivotal contribution to public debate, sharing
critical insights for policy-makers, educators,
and political leaders navigating these

divisive issues.
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Our declaration for

independent Canadian
journalism

B MLI unveiled 7he Ottawa Declaration,
a landmark public statement signed by
prominent Canadian journalists and media
leaders calling for the rejection of federal
payroll subsidies for news organizations.
Arising from MLI’s national conference on
the future of journalism, the declaration warns
that widespread government funding — now
totalling nearly $500 million - threatens
press independence, undermines public
trust, and distorts competition in the media
landscape. By urging news outlets to refuse
subsidy programs like those in Bill C-18,
the declaration champions a bold vision
for restoring credibility, innovation, and

democratic integrity in Canadian journalism.
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MLI drives
breakthrough in

internal trade reform

B Thanks to MLI’s leadership in champi-
oning mutual recognition as a solution to
internal tradebarriers, the federal government
and multiple provinces launched a first-of-
its-kind pilot project in the trucking sector.
This landmark move reflects MLI’s long-
standing stance for regulatory co-operation
to unlock billions in economic growth and

boost Canadian productivity.

.9

MLI’s work forces rethink
of controversial
Online Harms Bill

M In a major policy reversal, the federal govern-
ment has split the controversial Online Harms
Bill into two separate pieces of Iegislation
— an approach first recommended by MLI
Managing Editor Daniel Dorman in 2023. The
decision reflects growing public and political
opposition to the bill’s attempts to regulate
“lawful but awful” content — opposition shaped
in large part by the influential commentary of
MLI Senior Fellow Peter Menzies. Menzies’
sustained criticism helped galvanize national
concern over government overreach and
internet censorship. The move to separate child
exploitation provisions from broader speech
regulation marks a significant victory for MLI’s
principled stand on digital rights and effective,
targeted legislation.



HOINSICIN
POLICY,
NATIONAL
DEFENCE,
AND
NATIONAL
SECURITY

Jonathan
Berkshire Miller
Director

MLPI’s Foreign Policy, National Defence,
and National Security program continues
to solidify the Institute’s standing as
Canada’s leading voice on global affairs
and strategic security. In an increasingly
complex and unstable world, our program
provides trusted research and analysis
on the challenges posed by foreign
interference, authoritarian influence, and
shifting geopolitical dynamics. From the
Arctic to the Indo-Pacific, we examine how
global power competition affects Canada’s
interests, and offer clear, actionable policy
solutions to protect our sovereignty and

pI'OIl’lOtC democratic Values. *

&
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o' TikTok :

CHINA'S GLARING
TROJAN HORSE

How Beijing uses the intensely addictive
app for digital surveillance and
influence operations

A new MLI paper by

MLI leads
on TikTok and

national security

B This landmark MLI paper has become
one of the most comprehensive investigations
into TikTok’s role in advancing Beijing’s
global influence and surveillance operations.
Drawing international attention, it reveals
how the platform is uniquely weaponized
by the Chinese regime to manipulate
information, harvest sensitive data, and

interfere in democratic societies — including

Canada’s.
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ByJ.L. Granacstein

MLI’s voice on national
defence is now echoed
across civil society

M For years, MLI was a lone voice warning
about the government’s chronic neglect of
Canada’s national security and defence. In
2024, thatvoice hasinspired abroader chorus,
with major civil society organizations — most
notably the Business Council of Canada -
now echoing the urgency and themes first
raised in our research and commentary. This
growing alignment highlights MLIs role
as a catalyst for shaping Canada’s national

security agenda.
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tointerfere with

TAIWAN'S

January 2024 elections

CHINA'S ATTEMPT p
-+

A new MLI commentary by J.Michael Cole

MLI is recognized as
Canada’s leading voice
on Taiwan

B Following Taiwan’s pivotal national
election, the Globe and Mail published back-
to-back op-eds by two MLI senior fellows
- underscoring the Institute’s authority
on Indo-Pacific affairs. That recognition
extended internationally, with two additional
MLI fellows invited to Taiwan as part of an
official election observation mission. These
honours reflect MLI’s status as Canada’s
preeminent voice on Taiwan and the broader

strategic landscape in the region.
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EMLI

On Russian assets, Canada throws
away a clear chance to lead: Aaron
Gasch Burnett for Inside Policy

Canada is sitting on a multi-billion-dollar war chest of frozen Russian state
assets it could seize and send to Ukraine at no cost to the Canadian
taxpayer. Instead, it dithers.

Affais, Inside Policy, Foreign Policy, Latest News, Columns, Burope and Russia, Ukraine

MLI pushes Canada
to back Ukraine with

Russian assets

B Just days after MLI published a forceful
Inside Policy article urging Canada to lead
on the seizure of Russian assets, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau announced Canada
would join G7 partners in leveraging frozen
Russian funds to support Ukraine. MLI’s
work and publicity helped push this issue to
the forefront, demonstrating how principled
policy leadership can drive meaningful
action. As the conversation continues into
2025, MLI remains a leading voice urging
Canada to stay committed and ambitious in

its support for Ukraine.



INDIGENOUS
AFFAIRS

Ken Coates
Director

MLI’s Indigenous Affairs program
continues to lead national conversations
on Indigenous economic empowerment,
governance, and reconciliation.  Our
experts have remained highly active in the
media and public discourse, offering timely
analysis on emerging issues and consistently
engaging with Indigenous governments,
organizations, and leaders across Canada.
By advancing research and commentary
that highlights shared interests among
Indigenous communities, policy-makers,
and industry, the program has carved out
a unique and respected space — one where
practical reconciliation is actively pursued
through economic opportunity and good
governance. Our work is frequently cited
by Indigenous and non-Indigenous leaders
alike, affirming MLI’s role as a trusted and

constructive voice in this vital policy arca. ¥
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NATIONAIZPOST

Stephen Buffalo: 'The new missionaries’ —
environmentalists are trying to keep First
Nations down

Charlie Angus' fossil fuel bill is a direct assault on Indigenous
peoples

By Stephen Buffalo, Special to National Post
Published Feb 12, 2024

Last updated Feb 12, 2024

4 minute read

MLI sparks national
debate on energy and
Indigenous prosperity

B MLI Senior Fellow Stephen Buffalo made
national headlines with his powerful critique
of Bill C-372, calling it one of the most
contemptible pieces of legislation since the
Indian Act. In a widely shared op-ed, Buffalo
defended Indigenous economic rights and
civil liberties against a proposed ban on oil
and gas advertising — even by private citizens.
The article was retweeted by Opposition
Leader Pierre Poilievre, underscoring MLI’s
growing influence at the highest levels of

political discourse.

- MACDONALD-LAURIER INSTITUTE ANNUAL REPORT 2024



Converting opportunity into "

INDIGENOUS PROSPERITY

Accomplishments and challenges
in the oil sands

MLI wins key victory
on Indigenous loan
guarantees

B After sustained pressure from MLI
senior fellows, the federal government’s
new Indigenous loan guarantee program —
announced in the 2024 budget - ensured
natural resource projects, including oil
and gas, were eligible for support. This
marked a significant policy shift toward
respecting Indigenous  self-determination,
as highlighted by MLI’s Ken Coates in the
Saskatoon StarPhoenix. MLI voices were
prominently featured across major media
and in Parliament, shaping the national
conversation and influencing a more inclusive
and empowering approach to Indigenous

economic development.
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THE GLOBE AND MAIL*

Haisla members vote overwhelmingly
in favour of supporting Cedar LNG

BRENTJANG >

VANCOUVER

PUBLISHED JUNE 11, 2024

The Haisla Nation and Pembina Pipeline Corp. PPL-T -0.17% ¥ are closer to
approving a US$3.4-billion plan to export liquefied natural gas from British
Columbia after Haisla members voted overwhelmingly in favour of backing the
energy project.

Nearly 93 per cent of Haisla members who participated in a ratification vote on
Cedar LNG supported plans by the elected band council to borrow money for the
development, construction and co-owneiship of the venture.

MLI’s vision for

Indigenous economic
empowerment confirmed

B MLI has long argued that true recon-
ciliation requires Indigenous economic
independence, particularly through
participation in natural resource
development.  Despite  facing intense
criticism for publishing a 2022 poll
showing strong Indigenous support for
resource projects, MLI’s position has now
been powerfully vindicated: 93 per cent
of Haisla Nation members voted in favour
of Indigenous ownership of the Cedar
LNG project. This overwhelming support
affirms MLI’s belief against paternalistic
environmentalism and in favour of

Indigenous self-determination.
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National
a\Newswatch

Nunavut is reinventing
resource assessment

AUTHOR(S) SOURCE
W Ken Coates National Newswatch

The skyrocketing demand for critical minerals —
valuable components for renewable technologies — has
created enormous pressure to develop Canadian
resources.

MULI leads the

conversation on
Nunavut devolution

B Director of Indigenous Affairs Ken
Coates sounded the alarm on the federal
government’s delays in finalizing a devolution
agreement with Nunavut, emphasizing the
territory’s right to manage its own land
and natural resources. Shortly after his
op-ed in National Newswatch, the Trudeau
government  signed the long-awaited
agreement — validating MLI’s leadership on
this critical issue. Coates was subsequently
invited to provide further commentary in the
Hill Times, underscoring MLI’s influence on

northern policy.



NATURAL
RESOURCES,
ENERGY,

AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Heather Exner-Pirot
Director

MLI’s Natural Resources, Energy, and
Environment program has established itself
as Canada’s leading voice on energy security,
regulatory reform, and Indigenous economic
participation through responsible resource
development. This year, the program
advanced key national conversations on the
critical role of Canadian energy in supporting
global stability and allied prosperity, while
promoting pragmatic climate policy and a
more competitive permitting environment.
With a steady presence in major media,
parliamentary testimony, high-level briefings
to Canadian and international policy-makers,
and thought leadership across influential
forums, the program has driven forward a
balanced, evidence-based approach to one of

Canada’s most vital economic sectors. #
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THE GLOBE AND MAIL*

Ottawa, Saskatchewan Research
Council step in to prevent sale of
Canadian rare earth metals to Chinese
buyer

The federal government and the Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) are stopping
Canadian rare earth metals from falling into the hands of a Chinese buver. after

MLI helps block risky

critical minerals deal

B MLI Director of Natural Resources,
Energy, and Environment Heather Exner-
Pirot sounded the alarm in a Financial Post
op-ed about China’s attempt to buy Canada’s
only rare earth stockpile and its manipulation
of global critical minerals markets. Just
weeks later, the federal government and the
Saskatchewan Research Council acted to
block the sale — an intervention that aligned
with MLI’s warnings and leadership on
the issue. The Globe and Mail cited Exner-
Pirot as a key critic of the proposed deal,
showcasing MLI’s influential role in shaping

Canada’s strategic resource policy.
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MLI and C.D. Howe

convene national energy

policy dialogue

B In partnership with the C.D. Howe
Institute, MLI co-hosted a high-level
dialogue in Toronto on the future of
Canada’s energy and natural resource
policy, drawing together leading experts and
policy-makers for a frank, solutions-focused
discussion. Key themes included the urgent
need to end complacency around energy
security, embrace Indigenous economic
reconciliation, and reduce regulatory
uncertainty to restore investor confidence.
By convening this influential forum, MLI
once again demonstrated its leadership in
shaping serious national conversations on the

most vital pillars of Canada’s economy.
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MLI leads the charge
in reclaiming
the true value of Canada’s
natural resource economy

B In a groundbreaking paper, MLI dis-
mantled the myths and prejudices surrounding
Canada’s natural resource sector, exposing the
economic and cultural costs of marginalizing
an industry that drives nearly 15 per cent of our
GDP, employs 1.3 million people, and powers
58 per cent of our exports. The research directly
challenged the Trudeau government’s narrative
of downplaying resource wealth, highlighting
instead the sector’s centrality to Canada’s
prosperity, competitiveness, and innovation.
Widely cited and debated, the paper reshaped
national discourse by making an urgent,
evidence-based case that natural resources are

not Canada’s past — but its future.

- 15

NG THE WIND

The value of wind generation
in @ low-emission nuclear
and hydro-dominant grid:

the case of Ontario

Anew MLI paper by Edgardo Sepulveda

MLI is reshaping Ontario’s
wind energy debate

B MLIs thoughtful analysis of Ontario’s
failed Green Energy Act exposes how a well-
intentioned push for renewables saddled the
province with skyrocketing electricity costs,
inefficient wind generation, and billions in
annual subsidies. By outlining realistic reform
options, including smarter re-contracting
and competitive auctions, MLI is leading
the conversation on how Ontario can realign
wind energy policy with economic and

environmental realities.



CENTER
FOR NORTH
AMERICAN

PROSPERITY
AND SECURITY
(CNAPS)

BY THE NUMBERS

50 op-eds

9 podcasts

1 commentary

1 conference

30 congressional briefings

412 TV and radio appearances
in major US media outlets

PROJECT LEAD

Jamie Tronnes
Executive Director

The Center for North American Prosperity
and Security (CNAPS, pronounced
“synapse”) is MLI’s bold initiative to
reinvigorate the Canada-US partnership
at a time of growing global instability and
authoritarian threat. By championing a
shared strategic vision rooted in mutual
interests — security, energy, trade, and
defence — CNAPS is the only think tank
operating in both Washington and Ottawa
that holds leaders on both sides of the
border accountable for advancing a stronger,
safer, and more prosperous North America.
From influencing congressional briefings to
shaping debates on border policy, NORAD
modernization, and critical minerals,
CNAPS is ensuring that Canada is not just
heard in Washington - but understood,
respected, and engaged as a vital ally in

shaping the continent’s future. %

WSJ OPINION
[EIIX] commenTary
Keep an Eye on the Canadian Border

Ottawa'’s decision to tighten immigration policies has created a surge of
crossing into New York, New Hampshire and Vermont.

By Jamie Tronnes and Michael Barutciski
Sept.19,2024531 pmET

Changes to Canada’s immigration policies are making the world’s longest border a
pressure point for illegal migration and a record-setting number of asylum claims.

Racktrackine an veare of averly lanient naliev (lanada’s Tiharal envernment recently

MLI/CNAPS exposes
Canada’s immigration

bubble in the
Wall Street Journal

B Jamie Tronnes, Director of MLI’s Centre
for North American Prosperity and Security
(CNAPS), sounded the alarm in the Wall
Street Journal about how Canada’s abrupt
immigration policy change could trigger
a surge in irregular border crossings into
the United States. With a looming collapse
of Canadas work permit system, MLI is
actively influencing high-level discussions
on migration and North American border

security.
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Che Washington Tines

erica’s Newspaper

Canada’s free riding on NATO:
America needs to pick alane

get frustrated when our allies don't pul wei
ambassador to Canada, David Cohen, immediately rose to Canada’s defense.

MLI/CNAPS
pressured the US to hold
Canada accountable
on defence spending

B When US Ambassador David Cohen
parroted Ottawa’s excuses on defence
spending, MLI’s Brian Lee Crowley publicly
challenged him in the Washington Times,
reminding the ambassador that his duty was
to represent American interests — not shield
Canadian politicians. The message landed.
A year later, Cohen reversed course and
joined US lawmakers in calling on Canada
to meet its NATO commitments, showing
the tangible influence of MLI’s thought

leadership on cross-border accountability.
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CNAPS and Hudson

Institute lead the charge
on shaping a North

American energy strategy

B At a landmark event co-hosted by MLI’s
CNAPS and the Hudson Institute, experts
and policy-makers gathered in Washington
to spotlight the strategic imperative of
North American energy independence. The
conference highlighted the urgent need to
reduce reliance on authoritarian regimes like
China and Russia by leveraging Canada-US
co-operation on critical minerals, nuclear
energy, and emerging technologies. This
high-profile forum significantly advanced
public and policy awareness of how North
America can lead on energy security while

supporting allies abroad.
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Washington ¥ Examiner

Canada betrays US by failing to
list the IRGC as terrorist group

By Kaveh Shahrooz

January 4, 2024 11:29 am

Friendship between nations is based on shared values and mutual interests. But a
friend that fails to show up when it matters is no friend at all.

This is the situation that the United States finds itself in with the Trudeau government

in Annadn In Marah ANA% Peanidant las Bidan and Nrima Ministar liatin Toidan:

Due to pressure
from MLI/CNAPS,
Ottawa lists IRGC

as a terror group

B MLI has led calls for Canada to designate
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGQ) as a terrorist organization. In early
2024, Prime Minister Trudeau publicly
acknowledged the issue — a clear sign that
MLIs consistent messaging is shifting the

political conversation.



VOICES THAT
INSPIRE

HIGHLIGHTS

650+ guests
including policy directors,
business professionals,
and other think tanks

VIP speakers

including Douglas Murray,
Tony Abbott, Chris Rufo
and more

rd
8
=
=
g

PROJECT LEAD PROJECT LEAD

Tim Sargent Peter Copeland
Director of Deputy Director
Domestic Policy of Domestic Policy

By honoring the legacy of Sir John A.
Macdonald and Sir Wilfrid Laurier by
fostering meaningful conversations about
Canada’s most pressing challenges, MLI
provided a national platform for bold,
articulate, and courageous thinkers who
challenge conventional wisdom, speak hard

truths, and elevate public discourse. ¥

“In defence of
Western civilization”

with Douglas Murray

B The Macdonald-Laurier Institute hosted
author and journalist Douglas Murray
in Vancouver for a thought-provoking
discussion on the value of Western
Civilization. Murray explored pressing
cultural and policy issues — from attacks on
Enlightenment ideals to the persistence of
anti-Western narratives around race, media,
and geopolitics. His remarks contributed
to Western cultural conversations by urging
renewed appreciation for liberal democratic
principles and warning against the erosion of

reason, gratitude, and historical perspective.
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Hon. Tony Abbott
in conversation with

Brian Lee Crowley

B MLI hosted former Australian Prime
Minister Tony Abbott in Toronto for a wide-
ranging conversation on shared national
values and opportunities for closer Canada-
Australia ties. Abbott emphasized the
two countries commonalities — resource
wealth, multiculturalism, and immigrant
success —and expressed his commitment
to strengthening bilateral relations. His
remarks contributed to Western cultural
conversations by highlighting the enduring
value of liberal democratic nations working
together to uphold shared principles and

mutual prosperity.

CANADA’S THINK TANK: Where ideas, and the future, are born

“What’s next for the Cultural
Counter Revolution”
with Chris Rufo and

Eric Kaufmann

B MLI welcomed author Chris Rufo in
Vancouver foracompellingconversation with
Senior Fellow Eric Kaufmann on building
a counter-culture to woke extremism.
Rufo discussed how cultural influence,
institutional capture, and ideological trends
like critical race theory and DEI shape
political life and how these forces can be
challenged through strategic leadership and
value-driven research. His remarks added
to Western cultural conversations by urging
Canadians to actively defend and promote
foundational values through education,

politics, and the arts.

- 19

“Identity, speech,
and policy”
with Coleman Hughes
and Abigail Shrier

B MLI hosted Coleman Hughes and
Abigail Shrier for a timely discussion on
the cultural and political implications of
the US election, focusing on free speech,
identity, and public policy. The conversation
explored how ideological trends in academia,
government, and media challenge principles
like meritocracy, equal treatment, and open
inquiry, and what can be done to defend
them. Their insights contributed to Western
cultural conversations by highlighting the
urgency of protecting liberal democratic
values from ideological entrenchment and

institutional bias.



PROJECT LEAD PROJECT LEAD
Casey Babb Peter Copeland
Senior Fellow Deputy Director

of Domestic Policy

The Promised Land project is MLI’s
national initiative to confront the rising
threats of antisemitism and extremism in the
wake of the October 7, 2023, Hamas terrorist
attacks on Israel. Its mission is to deepen
Canadian understanding of Isracl and the
Middle East, defend democratic values, and
counter the spread of radical ideologies. By
uniting leading voices across Canada, the
project secks to reshape public discourse,
foster informed dialogue, and ensure that

silence and division are no longer an option

in the face of hate. ¥

THE PROMISED LAND

MLI leads the way for elevating Canada’s voice on Israel,
antisemitism, radical Islam, and global security

B MLI once again demonstrated its national and international
leadership by hosting a powerful conversation between former
Knesset member Einat Wilfand MLI Senior Fellow Casey Babb on
Israel’s strategic challenges and the disturbing rise of antisemitism.
In the wake of the October 7 attacks, MLI provided a timely
platform to push back against misinformation, elevate principled
voices, and reinforce Canada’s moral clarity on issues of global
importance. This high-impact event showcased MLI’s vital role as

Canada’s most courageous and credible policy institute, shaping

conversations that matter both at home and abroad.

MLI’s relentless push turns insight into action
on Samidoun terrorism

B The Government of Canada’s decision to list Samidoun as a terrorist entity follows sustained
pressure and in-depth research from the Macdonald-Laurier Institute, which has long sounded the
alarm on the group’s extremist ties. MLI’s courageous work brought critical attention to Samidoun’s
connection to the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine and helped shape the public and

policy debate around terrorism and national security.
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Jonathan Berkshire Miller
Director of Foreign Policy

Dragon at the Door is the MLIs flagship
initiative to confront the growing threat posed
by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Long
before official inquiries or leaked intelligence
reports brought Chinese interference into
the national spotlight, MLI was sounding the
alarm - leading the conversation and shaping
the policy response. With unmatched clarity
and courage, Dragon at the Door exposes the
CCP’s efforts to infiltrate Canada’s democratic
institutions, manipulate public discourse, and
compromise our national security. By rallying
policy-makers, informing the public, and offering
concrete solutions, MLI is ensuring that Canada
meets this challenge head-on and defends its

sovereignty with strength and resolve. %
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DRAGON AT THE DOOR

Canadian government listens to MLI’s

China EV tariff plan

i Reuters

Canada to impose 100% tariff on Chinese
EVs, including Teslas
o

M In an incisive op-ed, MLI Natural Resources, Energy, and
Environment Director Heather Exner-Pirot laid bare China’s
predatory strategy of flooding global markets with heavily
subsidized electric vehicles and battery components — calling on
Canada to mirror the United States’s tough trade response. Just
three weeks later, the federal government followed through with

new tariffs targeting Chinese EV imports, a direct reflection of

the urgency and insight MLI brought to the public discourse. Reuters and other major outlets

credited Exner-Pirot and MLI as key voices driving Ottawa’s long-overdue action to defend

Canada’s national security, industrial competitiveness, and fair-trade principles.

MLI pushes Canada toward accountability
on foreign interference

.21

B For years, MLI has led the charge in calling for a foreign agents
registry to protect Canadian democracy from malign foreign
influence. Thanks to the Institute’s tireless work — including early
calls by MLI Advisory Council Member David Mulroney and bold
rebuttals to political hesitation — Canada is finally taking long-

overdue action with the introduction of a registry in Bill C-70.



Casey Babb

Program: Foreign Policy, National Defence,

and National Security

Areas of expertise: Antisemitism and foreign policy.

Paul W. Bennett

Program: Domestic Policy

Areas of expertise: Education policy, governance, curriculum,
pedagogy, and practice. School leadership, educational
assessment, and public accountability. Education democracy
and school boards. Social policy for children and youth.

Justin Bourque

Program: Indigenous Affairs

Areas of expertise: Indigenous matters including equity
ownership, environmental stewardship, ESG and
Indigenous values, and traditional land-based learning.

Ramona Coelho

Program: Domestic Policy

Areas of expertise: Medical assistance in dying,
chronic care, disability care, family medicine,
conscientious objection.

NEW FELLOWS

Each year, we strengthen our intellectual capacity by welcoming new fellows who bring expertise,

insight, and credibility to our work. These individuals play a vital role in shaping high-quality

research, informing public debate, and advancing the mission of the program. %

Roy Eappen

Program: Domestic Policy

Areas of expertise: Healthcare, gender medicine
and policy.

John Gilmour

Program: Foreign Policy, National Defence,

and National Security

Areas of expertise: Terrorism, counter-terrorism,
and intelligence.

Mia Hughes

Program: Domestic Policy

Areas of expertise: Gender medicine, psychiatric
epidemics, social contagions, the history of
transgender rights, and the impact of gender identity
ideology on society, with a particular focus on
women’s rights and child safeguarding.

Andrew Kirsch

Program: Foreign Policy, National Defence,

and National Security

Areas of expertise: National security and intelligence
and cyber threats.
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Peter MacKinnon
Program: Domestic Policy
Areas of expertise: Post-secondary education, law, and policy.

Bob Pickard

Program: Foreign Policy, National Defence, and

National Security

Areas of expertise: Public relations and communications,
leadership communication, Canadian foreign policy, country
brands, disinformation, propaganda, geopolitics, and Asia
(China, Korea, Japan, Singapore).

Khalid Ramizy

Program: Foreign Policy, National Defence,

and National Security

Areas of expertise: Human rights, politics and conflict
resolution, peace, democracy, and free society values, and
countering extremism and authoritarianism with a focus on
Central Asia.

Karen Restoule

Program: Indigenous Affairs

Areas of Expertise: Indigenous economy, Indigenous
self-government, and Indigenous women and families.
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Stéphane Sérafin

Program: Domestic Policy

Areas of expertise: Legal theory, constitutional law, private
law, and commercial law, legal traditions.

Geoffrey Sigalet

Program: Domestic Policy

Areas of expertise: Constitutional law, federalism,
political theory.

David Thomas
Program: Domestic Policy
Areas of expertise: Human rights law, immigration law.

Trevor Tombe

Program: Domestic Policy

Areas of expertise: International trade, internal trade,
public finances, fiscal federalism, macroeconomics,
economic growth, demographics, and related fields.



m BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIR
Gerry Protti
Chairman, BlackSquare Inc, Calgary

VICE-CHAIR

Jacquelyn Thayer Scott

COQO, Airesun Global Ltd;

President Emerita, Cape Breton University,

Sydney

MANAGING DIRECTOR
Brian Lee Crowley
Ottawa

SECRETARY
Elizabeth Burke-Gaffney
Commercial Negotiator, Oil & Gas, Calgary

TREASURER

Martin MacKinnon

Lecturer (part-time), Cape Breton University,
Sydney

LEADERSHIP

m DIRECTORS

Richard Boudreault
CEOQO, AWN, Nanotech, Montreal

Wayne Critchley
Senior Associate, Global Public Affairs, Ottawa

Colleen Mahoney
Sole Principal, Committee Digest, Toronto

Simon Nyilassy
Founder, Marigold & Associates Limited,
Toronto

Hon. Christian Paradis
Co-founder and Senior advisor,
Global Development Solutions, Montréal

Veso Sobot
Former Director of Corporate Affairs,
IPEX Group of Companies, Toronto

Nigel Wright
Senior Managing Director, Onex Partners,

London, UK

David Schneider
Senior Investment Advisor, Aligned Capital
Partners, Victoria

Mark Rodger
Senior Partner, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Co-Chair, Energy Markets Group

m ADVISORY COUNCIL

John Beck
President and CEO, Aecon Enterprises Inc,
Toronto

Aurel Braun

Professor of International Relations and
Political Science, University of Toronto,
Toronto

Erin Chutter
Executive Chair, Global Energy Metals
Corporation, Vancouver

Navjeet (Bob) Dhillon
President and CEO, Mainstreet Equity Corp,
Calgary

- MACDONALD-LAURIER INSTITUTE ANNUAL REPORT 2024



Jim Dinning
Former Treasurer of Alberta, Calgary

Richard Fadden
Former National Security Advisor to
the Prime Minister, Ottawa

Brian Flemming

International lawyer, writer, and policy advisor,
Halifax

Wayne Gudbranson
CEO, Branham Group Inc., Ottawa

Calvin Helin
Aboriginal author and entrepreneur,
Vancouver

David Mulroney
Former Canadian Ambassador to China,
Toronto

Peter John Nicholson
Inaugural President, Council of Canadian
Academies, Annapolis Royal

Barry Sookman
Senior Partner, McCarthy Tétrault, Toronto
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Rob Wildeboer
Executive Chairman, Martinrea International
Inc, Vaughan

Bryon Wilfert

Former Parliamentary Secretary to

the Ministers of Finance and the Environment,
Toronto

m RESEARCH ADVISORY
BOARD

Janet Ajzenstat
Professor Emeritus of Politics, McMaster
University

Brian Ferguson
Professor, Health Care Economics,
University of Guelph

Jack Granatstein
Historian and former head of the Canadian War
Museum

Patrick James
Dornsife Dean’s Professor,
University of Southern California
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Rainer Knopff
Professor Emeritus of Politics, University of

Calgary

Larry Martin
Principal, Dr. Larry Martin and Associates and
Partner, Agri-Food Management Excellence, Inc

Alexander Moens

Professor and Director of the NATO Field
School and Simulation Program, Simon Fraser
University, Greater Vancouver

Christopher Sands
Senior Research Professor, Johns Hopkins
University

Elliot Tepper

Senior Fellow, Norman Paterson School of
International Affairs, Carleton University,
Ottawa

William Watson
Associate Professor of Economics, McGill
University, Montreal



FINANCIAL REPORT

MLI’s success is made possible by the steadfast generosity of our supporters. In 2024, continued
growth in programs, staff, and impact was directly driven by increased fundraising, allowing us to
expand our reach and deliver more high-quality work than ever before. The following tables are

drawn from our 2024 Audited Financial Statements. %

REVENUE 2024 EXPENDITURES 2024 2023

Accounting and legal $ 72,214 $ 99,038
Individual Advertising and promotions 110,386 160,888

$210,664 Bank charges 9,868 8,874
Corporate and

e Contract fees 1,088,021 898,719
associations

Editing and design 108,978 82,131

$535,518 g 9
Event speaker fees, catering, supplies, and promotion 607135 137,603
Insurance 8,604 11,374
Office supplies 109,523 107,759
Event reglstratlen Printing 5,014 2,556

and sponsorship

$790’517 Rent 88,101 86,707
Research, writing, translation, and reader fees 409,485 409,643
Salaries and benefits 1,425,816 1,115,991
Travel and accommodations 270,708 150,902
Foundations Video services 20,112 2,079
$1’973’271 Website 44,493 43,332
TOTAL 4,378,458 3,317,596
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures $ (378,819) $ 2,826
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m Donate by cheque

Please make cheques payable to

Macdonald-Laurier Institute and mail to:

323 Chapel Street, Suite 300,
Ottawa, ON, KIN 772

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES IT

ALL POSSIBLE.

At MLI, we believe that bold ideas, principled leadership, and courageous conversations are

essential to safeguarding Canada’s future. Whether we’re shaping the national debate on foreign

interference, defending democratic values, or influencing policy at the highest levels, none of this

work would be possible without the generous support of Canadians like you. If you believe in our

mission to make Canada the best governed country in the world, we invite you to stand with us. ¥

m Donate online

Make a secure one-time or monthly donation
through our CanadaHelps page or by clicking

on Support Us on our website at:

macdonaldlaurier.ca

m Get in touch

For major gifts, planned giving, or to learn
more about how you can support our work,

contact us at:

fundraising@macdonaldlaurier.ca

Thank you for helping MLI champion ideas that matter.
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https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/about/support-mli/
http://macdonaldlaurier.ca

MACDONALD-LAURIER INSTITUTE

323 Chapel Street, Suite 300,
Ottawa, Ontario KIN 7Z2
613-482-8327

info@macdonaldlaurier.ca
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