




[  3  ]

W O R K I N G  T O  M A K E  C A N A D A  S T R O N G E R  R I C H E R  P R O U D E R  M L I  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3

4 	 WHAT WE DO

5	 LETTER FROM THE CHAIR AND MANAGING DIRECTOR

7 	 IMPROVING OUR REACH

10 	 MLI IN THE MEDIA

11 	 HOW OUR IDEAS CHANGED POLICY IN 2023 

13 	 CENTER FOR NORTH AMERICAN PROSPERITY  
AND SECURITY	

16	 DOMESTIC POLICY

18 	 FOREIGN AFFAIRS, NATIONAL DEFENCE AND  
NATIONAL SECURITY

20 	 INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS

22 	 NATURAL RESOURCES, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT

24 	 EVENTS

28 	 PUBLICATIONS

39 	 LEADERSHIP

46	 FINANCIAL REPORT

CONTENTS



[  4  ]

W O R K I N G  T O  M A K E  C A N A D A  S T R O N G E R  R I C H E R  P R O U D E R  M L I  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3

Our goal is to make bad public policy unacceptable to Canadians. 

The Macdonald-Laurier Institute is the only non-partisan, independent 

public policy think-tank in Ottawa focusing on the full range of issues that 

fall under the jurisdiction of the federal government. We are the leading 

platform for the best thought leadership on federal matters in the country. 

Our columns and op-eds appear in the national and international media 

on average once a day every day of the year. 

MLI is rigorously independent and non-partisan, as symbolized by its 

name. Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir Wilfrid Laurier were two outstanding 

and long-serving prime ministers who represent the best of Canada’s 

distinguished political tradition. A Tory and a Grit, an English-speaker 

and a French-speaker, each of them championed the values that led to 

the creation of Canada and its emergence as one of the world’s leading 

democracies – and a place where people may live in peace and freedom 

under the rule of law.

Our goal is to be an indispensable source of reasoned and timely 

thought leadership for policy-makers, opinion leaders, and Canadians at 

large. Our ideas drive the national conversation: MLI is the most cited 

think-tank in Canada’s Parliament and our experts are routinely called 

upon to testify at parliamentary committees.

On the global stage, Canada’s adversaries fear the MLI spotlight, 

which is why we have been blacklisted by both the Kremlin and Beijing.

Ultimately, we want to help make Canada the best-governed country 

in the world.

At the Macdonald-Laurier Institute, 
we believe ideas matter.   
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Vaughn MacLellan

CHAIR

Our once-strong nation finds itself a shrinking power in 

an increasingly dangerous world. Our institutions have 

been compromised by atrophy, wokeness, and a myopic 

government seized by green ideology and handicapped 

by a milquetoast worldview. We don’t have the forces 

– or the force of will – to support our allies adequately 

in Ukraine or in the NATO states left vulnerable after 

Russia’s full-scale invasion. Our leaders grudgingly pay 

lip service to Israel as it is attacked by Hamas terrorists. 

Hatred and intolerance that once seemed a world away 

have taken up residence here at home. The Chinese 

Communist Party exerts once-unimaginable influence 

on our elections. The dragon is not at our door anymore. 

It’s in our house. It’s in our universities, our media, and 

on the main streets of our cities.

Rising to the occasion, in 2023, MLI saw 

considerable growth – increasing the number of thought 

leadership products (papers, commentaries, op-eds, 

multimedia products, and events) while also adding 

close to $250,000 in new revenue compared to 2022. 

Our productivity was only outstripped by our thought 

leadership influence as MLI’s work was broadly cited and 

recognized for moving the needle in policy discussions. 

As just one example, MLI’s DisinfoWatch was recognized 

by the New York Times as the first Canadian organization 

to expose China’s election interference. CCP election 

interference was one of the most important governance 

issues of 2023 and MLI has been warning the public 

about the certainty of such interference for years. 

The past year will also be remembered for the launch 

of the Center for North American Prosperity and Security 

(CNAPS). Building on MLI’s success in advancing 

indispensable ideas for Canada, our new Washington 

division will inform Americans about how bad Canadian 

policy impacts them and also how a well-governed 

Canada can be the solution to many of America’s most 

pressing problems.

MLI’s team – program leads, experts, fellows, and 

communications, events, and administrative staff – 

will never give up on Canada. On the contrary, we are 

more convinced than ever that what our country needs 

is a thoughtful informed voice laying out the path to 

restoring Canada’s institutions and history. With this 

goal in mind, in 2023 we expanded our program areas 

to challenge bad public policy on an even broader front 

than before. As a result, MLI is having a profound and 

growing influence on the way Canadians think about 

policy choices and their implications. 

FROM THE CHAIR AND THE MANAGING DIRECTOR

Canada has rarely 
faced as many 
existential policy 
challenges as it  
did in 2023.  

LETTER

Brian Lee Crowley

MANAGING DIRECTOR
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IDEAS,  
INFLUENCE,  
AND IMPACT

At MLI, we leverage our significant traditional 

and social media presence, robust publications 

program, and digital communication tools 

(such as infographics, podcasts, videos, and 

other multimedia products) to reach an ever-

increasing audience. 

As the pandemic recedes, we are hosting 

an increasing number of in-person events and 

conferences. This has allowed us to remain 

connected with Canadians and to expand our 

influence in 2023. 

MLI ACHIEVEMENTS 2023
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Despite a shrinking media market, with fewer newspapers 

and opinion pages in which to share our products, MLI 

still managed to surpass significantly our target for 

op-eds, reaching – and informing – millions of Canadians 

through traditional media outlets. Meanwhile, hundreds 

of thousands of users flocked to our website thanks to 

our reputation as a trusted source of information. At 

the same time, our social media impact soared in 2023, 

as we achieved nearly 1,000,000 more social media 

impressions than in 2022. 

MEDIA REACH BY THE 
NUMBERS
MLI uses digital and social media tools to engage with 

Canadians, including policy-makers, stakeholders, and 

influencers.

IMPROVING
OUR REACH

FIGURE 1: Website sessions (2023)
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FIGURE 3: Published op-ed pieces (2023)
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FIGURE 4: Video views (exclusively of MLI-owned content – 2023)
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FIGURE 2: Website users (2023)
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FIGURE 6: Social media engagement rate (X, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube – 2023)*

FIGURE 7: Traditional media hits (newspapers – 2023)**
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** The number of times MLI’s work appeared in digital or print newspapers.

FIGURE 5: Social media impressions (X, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube – 2023)
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 Managing Director Brian Lee Crowley made headlines internationally with his April 

2023 op-ed, published in the Wall Street Journal, titled Justin Trudeau shrugs at Chinese 

election interference. The opinion piece was later recognised as one of the top Canadian 

op-eds of the year by the Niagara Independent, a border city publication between Canada 

and the United States. Since then, foreign election interference has become headline 

news, with MLI’s concerns recently being confirmed by the Hogue commission of 

inquiry into foreign interference. 

 The Globe and Mail asked to publish a commentary adapted from a speech by 

Managing Director Brian Lee Crowley, titled Democracy with Chinese characteristics. MLI 

dominates the opinion pages of Canada’s top media outlets. And they’re not simply 

waiting for us to pitch them articles – they’re seeking out our experts for insightful and 

informed commentary on the issues of the day. Every day.

 In response to an outrageous private members bill that would see people jailed 

for speaking positively about the oil and gas industry, Senior Fellow Stephen Buffalo 

penned an op-ed for the National Post titled ‘The new missionaries’– Environmentalists are 

trying to keep First Nations down. Conservative Party Leader Pierre Poilievre retweeted 

the article, helping it go viral online.

 When the Supreme Court ruled that the federal government’s environmental 

assessment legislation was unconstitutional, Senior Fellow and Director Heather Exner-

Pirot was asked to provide a same-day opinion piece for the Globe and Mail (which 

trended in terms of readers on their and our platforms).

Beyond these individual success stories, our directors and fellows were regularly 

called upon to comment on the issues of the day by major Canadian and International 

outlets, including: CBC, CTV, Global News, CP24, CNBC, BBC, and many, many more. 

MLI
IN THE MEDIA

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/justin-trudeau-shrugs-at-chinese-election-interference-brian-lee-crowley-in-the-wall-street-journal/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/justin-trudeau-shrugs-at-chinese-election-interference-brian-lee-crowley-in-the-wall-street-journal/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/justin-trudeau-shrugs-at-chinese-election-interference-brian-lee-crowley-in-the-wall-street-journal/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/democracy-with-chinese-characteristics/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/environmentalists-trying-to-keep-first-nations-down/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/environmentalists-trying-to-keep-first-nations-down/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/environmentalists-trying-to-keep-first-nations-down/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/supreme-court-ruling-on-federal-environmental-law-a-step-toward-brighter-industrial-future-heather-exner-pirot-in-the-globe-and-mail/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/supreme-court-ruling-on-federal-environmental-law-a-step-toward-brighter-industrial-future-heather-exner-pirot-in-the-globe-and-mail/
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 On June 27, MLI’s Jerome Gessaroli published a paper 

titled Maximizing value, minimizing emissions, where 

he argued that Canada could save millions of dollars 

– while also significantly reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions – simply by collaborating more effectively 

with our international partners via Article 6 of the Paris 

Agreement. The paper sparked significant debate online, 

in the press, and in the halls of power across the country. 

Just two weeks after the paper was published, Alberta 

Premier Danielle Smith and British Columbia Premier 

Dave Eby began discussions about the use of Article 6 as 

a cost-effective way to reduce emissions.

 MLI’s commentary Gender diverse prisoners and 

sex-based patterns of offending went viral, reaching well 

over a quarter million people on X (Twitter) within 24 

hours of publication.

 In August, MLI Director Aaron Wudrick and Senior 

Fellow Peter Menzies published a commentary warning 

of the potential economic risks for Canada if the federal 

government went through with a plan to impose a Digital 

Sales Tax on the United States. Soon after their article was 

published, the federal government shelved its attempt to 

implement the tax. 

 MLI Senior Fellow and Canadian human rights lawyer 

Sarah Teich was at the centre of two victories in 2023 for 

work she did in previous years. In 2021, she published 

Fighting back against global hostage-taking, in which she 

proposed new legislation to hold terrorists and hostage-

takers to account. In September 2023, Bill C-153, the 

Foreign Hostage Takers Accountability Act, was introduced 

in the House of Commons based entirely on Sarah’s 

proposed legislation. In 2022, Sarah published another 

influential paper, titled Justice for Uyghurs: Assessing legal 

frameworks and options for action. That paper sparked a 

HOW
OUR IDEAS CHANGED POLICY IN 2023

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/maximizing-value-minimizing-emissions-the-cost-effective-path-for-canadas-climate-agenda/
https://ici-radio--canada-ca.translate.goog/nouvelle/1997430/gaz-climat-accord-paris?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://vancouversun.com/business/energy/alberta-and-b-c-in-talks-to-expand-canadian-lng-reach-globally-danielle-smith-says
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/gender-diverse-prisoners-and-sex-based-patterns-of-offending/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/gender-diverse-prisoners-and-sex-based-patterns-of-offending/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/gender-diverse-prisoners-and-sex-based-patterns-of-offending/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/why-is-the-government-risking-a-costly-tax-fight-with-our-biggest-ally-aaron-wudrick-in-the-hub/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/combat-global-hostage-taking/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/combat-global-hostage-taking/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/justice-for-uyghurs-assessing-legal-frameworks-and-options-for-action/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/justice-for-uyghurs-assessing-legal-frameworks-and-options-for-action/


[  12  ]

W O R K I N G  T O  M A K E  C A N A D A  S T R O N G E R  R I C H E R  P R O U D E R  M L I  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3

series of investigations of Canadian companies that may be benefiting from Uyghur 

slave labour in western China. The probes are being led by Sheri Meyerhoffer, the 

Canadian Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise, with Sarah acting as counsel on 

a significant case.

 MLI played a key role in preventing a historical injustice in Toronto, by helping to thwart 

an attempt to rename Dundas Street. Henry Dundas, a Scottish politician, was accused by 

activists of seeking to prolong slavery in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. But in reality, 

he was an abolitionist who wanted to end the wretched institution. In January 2023, MLI 

Senior Fellow Patrice Dutil wrote an article, published by the National Post, titled Henry 

Dundas was an abolitionist. He deserves a street named after him. The article argued 

that woke activists were unfairly targeting Dundas. Ten months later, as the Toronto City 

Council debated the fate of Dundas Street, Dutil’s article soared on MLI’s online trending 

list, receiving more than 4000 reads. Shortly afterwards, Toronto City Council halted the 

rush to rename Dundas Street. Clearly, Dutil’s article affected the debate.

 MLI also made a difference in Western Canada. In May 2023, Calgary City Council 

announced that it was cutting its Canada Day fireworks show due to concerns over 

“cultural sensitivities” relating to Indigenous reconciliation. MLI expert Melissa Mbarki 

wrote a blistering article for the National Post challenging the unpopular decision. Mbarki 

demanded to know which Indigenous communities had been consulted by City Council 

before it made its controversial decision. She didn’t get an answer, but the fireworks were 

reinstated shortly afterwards.

 Sometimes, it can take several years for our policy suggestions to be implemented. 

Indeed, one of our 2023 victories was six years in the making! In 2017, Senior Fellow and 

DisinfoWatch Director Marcus Kolga wrote a piece for Inside Policy entitled, Anti-virus 

software may expose Canadians to Kremlin hacking. In 2023, the Trudeau government 

finally banned the software on all federal government devices. In November, Marcus’s 

efforts to protect Canadians from disinformation was recognized by Toronto Life magazine 

when it named him one of year’s most influential Torontonians.

Sometimes change takes time but ultimately, MLI is steering policy conversations. 

With that in mind, over the next few pages we will summarize our activities in our main 

program areas, highlighting their impacts on policy in Canada, and also indicate where 

we see potential for future policy victories in the coming years.

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/henry-dundas-was-an-abolitionist-he-deserves-a-street-named-after-him-patrice-dutil-in-the-national-post/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/henry-dundas-was-an-abolitionist-he-deserves-a-street-named-after-him-patrice-dutil-in-the-national-post/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/dont-blame-indigenous-people-for-calgary-cancelling-july-1st-fireworks-melissa-mbarki-in-the-national-post/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/dont-blame-indigenous-people-for-calgary-cancelling-july-1st-fireworks-melissa-mbarki-in-the-national-post/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_oYmCKkmgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_oYmCKkmgw
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/anti-virus-software-may-expose-canadians-kremlin-hacking-marcus-kolga-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/anti-virus-software-may-expose-canadians-kremlin-hacking-marcus-kolga-inside-policy/
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CNAPS
CENTER FOR NORTH AMERICAN PROSPERITY AND SECURITY

Canada and the United States are pursuing worrisome 

economic trajectories burdened by protectionism, central 

planning, onerous regulations, and high taxation. Our 

two nations can prosper, but only if we work more closely 

together and remind each other of the principles that 

made us prosper in the first place. Preserving such values 

in North America is why, on November 14, 2023, MLI 

launched a new presence in Washington, DC: the Center 

for North American Prosperity and Security. CNAPS, 

pronounced “synapse,” will become an indispensable 

voice for improved policy in North America. CNAPS will:  

1.	 Distill, from the national interests of the United 

States and Canada, a strategy for a stronger, safer, 

and more prosperous North America;

2.	 Make the case for the right strategic priorities to 

policy-makers, opinion leaders, and the public in 

both countries;

3.	 Show how, by improving coordination on interests 

of mutual concern, each country can better meet the 

needs of their respective citizens. 

CNAPS will build on MLI’s record of success in 

advancing national security and defence issues, market 

solutions, and prosperity in Canada. CNAPS will become 

an indispensable thought leader in our areas of expertise, 

sharing our knowledge with the media, other think-tanks, 

interest groups, and elected and non-elected officials 

who request it. Our focus will be to help Americans better 

understand how deeply our two countries are intertwined 

and where each of us may be pursuing policies at odds 

with our shared interests. We will attract top talent/policy 

expertise, expose the gaps and missed opportunities in 

our bilateral relationship, and create public demand for 

a more robust cross-border partnership. By exposing 

missed opportunities and advancing pragmatic policy 

alternatives in the mutual interests of both countries, 

political leaders in both Ottawa and Washington will 

come under pressure to make better decisions.
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CNAPS PROGRAM VICTORIES
 On November 14, CNAPS officially launched at a high-profile event in the offices of 

the Hudson Institute on Pennsylvania Avenue. The launch was very well-received and 

demonstrates that we are far from alone in recognizing the need for more intelligent 

management of the Canada-US relationship on both sides of the border. The event was 

well-attended by US policy experts, Capitol Hill staffers, and representatives from cross-

border industries. An additional 1800 people watched the launch online. 

 One of the most captivating and talked about moments of the launch event hosted by 

the Hudson Institute was the session where Senior Fellow Charles Burton discussed with 

the Hudson Institute’s Miles Yu the “China problem” and its significance in the Canada-

U.S. relationship. 

 Managing Director Brian Lee Crowley’s launch address was read more than 2000 

times when reproduced by one of Canada’s leading online news platforms. Meanwhile, 

we reached hundreds of thousands of people via social media from both Hudson and 

CNAPS, and Canadian Senator Pamela Wallin, a former Canadian Consul General in New 

York, devoted her podcast to a discussion of the issues raised in Brian’s speech. 

 Shortly after the launch, MLI was invited to Washington to brief congressional staffers 

about foreign interference in democracies and share what Americans can learn from 

the Canadian experience dealing with Chinese election interference. This is just the 

beginning of the impact we will have with our newest department. 

 While CNAPS didn’t officially launch until November 14, 2023, MLI/CNAPS was 

present and speaking to US audiences throughout the year. We published 19 op-eds in 

American publications in 2023. 

 With the recent hiring of Jamie Tronnes as Executive Director for CNAPS, the 

Washington office is now fully operational and set to make a major policy impact in 2024. 

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/charles-burton-briefing-house-select-committee-on-ccp/
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CNAPS OP-ED TITLE DATE PUBLISHED

Losing Canada Brian Lee Crowley in Real Clear Politics March 23, 2023

Justin Trudeau shrugs at Chinese election interference  
Brian Lee Crowley in the Wall Street Journal

April 11, 2023

With Bill C-11 now law, what to watch out for to fight online 
censorship Peter Menzies in the Epoch Times

May 3, 2023

CSIS leaks make clear just how deeply Beijing’s tentacles of 
influence entangle Canada Peter Menzies in the Epoch Times

May 8, 2023

Instead of mulling Fox News ban, CRTC should have banned 
China’s CCTV by now for airing forced confession  
Peter Menzies in the Epoch Times

May 9, 2023

The feds have surrendered to Google over Online News Act.  
Now what? Peter Menzies in the Epoch Times

June 11, 2023

Canada’s free riding on NATO: America needs to pick a lane  
Brian Lee Crowley in the Washington Times

August 8, 2023

Canada’s online-media legislation hits the buffers 
Peter Menzies in the National Review

August 9, 2023

Biden’s energy policies promote repressive regimes 
Joseph Bouchard in the Washington Examiner

August 30, 2023

Schools keeping parents in the dark on gender issues is about 
power, not safety Peter Menzies in the Epoch Times

September 3, 2023

Americans look to Canada for lower drug prices, but are they 
getting the full picture? Nigel Rawson and John Adams in The Hill

October 8, 2023

CRTC’s podcast rules mean the days of enjoying a free and open 
internet are over Peter Menzies in the Epoch Times

October 10, 2023

Biden must stop using defense partnerships as an excuse to cut 
Pentagon spending Matthew Bondy in the New York Post

October 26, 2023

What Republicans can learn from Canadian conservative economic-
policy ideas Jon Hartley in National Review

October 26, 2023

Biden chose Venezuela over Canada for oil 
Brian Lee Crowley in Real Clear World

October 27, 2023

Canada’s assault on American Big Tech  
Peter Menzies in the Washington Examiner

November 20, 2023

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act actually spurred investment and hiring 
Jon Hartley in the National Review

November 29, 2023

Donald Trump, for all his flaws, made Israel’s triumph over Hamas 
much more likely Matthew Bondy in the New York Post

December 29, 2023

A reckoning for the rising-inequality narrative 
Jon Hartley in National Review

December 29, 2023

CNAPS PUBLISHED OP-EDS
Here we demonstrate the impact CNAPS is already having in the US media.

http://cnaps.org/losing-canada-brian-lee-crowley-in-real-clear-politics/
http://cnaps.org/justin-trudeau-shrugs-at-chinese-election-interference-brian-lee-crowley-in-the-wall-street-journal/
http://cnaps.org/justin-trudeau-shrugs-at-chinese-election-interference-brian-lee-crowley-in-the-wall-street-journal/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/with-bill-c-11-now-law-what-to-watch-out-for-to-fight-online-censorship-peter-menzies-in-the-epoch-times/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/with-bill-c-11-now-law-what-to-watch-out-for-to-fight-online-censorship-peter-menzies-in-the-epoch-times/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/csis-leaks-make-clear-just-how-deeply-beijings-tentacles-of-influence-entangle-canada-peter-menzies-in-the-epoch-times/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/csis-leaks-make-clear-just-how-deeply-beijings-tentacles-of-influence-entangle-canada-peter-menzies-in-the-epoch-times/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/instead-of-mulling-fox-news-ban-crtc-should-have-banned-chinas-cctv-by-now-for-airing-forced-confession-peter-menzies-in-the-epoch-times/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/instead-of-mulling-fox-news-ban-crtc-should-have-banned-chinas-cctv-by-now-for-airing-forced-confession-peter-menzies-in-the-epoch-times/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/instead-of-mulling-fox-news-ban-crtc-should-have-banned-chinas-cctv-by-now-for-airing-forced-confession-peter-menzies-in-the-epoch-times/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/feds-surrendered-to-google/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/feds-surrendered-to-google/
http://cnaps.org/canadas-free-riding-on-nato-america-needs-to-pick-a-lane-brian-lee-crowley-in-the-washington-times/
http://cnaps.org/canadas-free-riding-on-nato-america-needs-to-pick-a-lane-brian-lee-crowley-in-the-washington-times/
http://cnaps.org/canadas-online-media-legislation-hits-the-buffers-peter-menzies-in-the-national-review/
http://cnaps.org/canadas-online-media-legislation-hits-the-buffers-peter-menzies-in-the-national-review/
http://cnaps.org/bidens-energy-policies-promote-repressive-regimes-joseph-bouchard-in-the-washington-examiner/
http://cnaps.org/bidens-energy-policies-promote-repressive-regimes-joseph-bouchard-in-the-washington-examiner/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/schools-keeping-parents-in-dark-about-power-not-safety/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/schools-keeping-parents-in-dark-about-power-not-safety/
http://cnaps.org/americans-look-to-canada-for-lower-drug-prices-but-are-they-getting-the-full-picture-nigel-rawson-and-john-adams-in-the-hill/Americans
http://cnaps.org/americans-look-to-canada-for-lower-drug-prices-but-are-they-getting-the-full-picture-nigel-rawson-and-john-adams-in-the-hill/Americans
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/crtcs-podcast-rules/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/crtcs-podcast-rules/
http://cnaps.org/biden-must-stop-using-defense-partnerships-as-an-excuse-to-cut-pentagon-spending-matthew-bondy-in-the-new-york-post/
http://cnaps.org/biden-must-stop-using-defense-partnerships-as-an-excuse-to-cut-pentagon-spending-matthew-bondy-in-the-new-york-post/
http://cnaps.org/what-republicans-can-learn-from-canadian-conservative-economic-policy-ideas-jon-hartley-in-national-review/
http://cnaps.org/what-republicans-can-learn-from-canadian-conservative-economic-policy-ideas-jon-hartley-in-national-review/
http://cnaps.org/biden-chose-venezuela-over-canada-for-oil-brian-lee-crowley-in-real-clear-world/
http://cnaps.org/biden-chose-venezuela-over-canada-for-oil-brian-lee-crowley-in-real-clear-world/
https://cnaps.org/canadas-assault-on-american-big-tech-peter-menzies-in-the-washington-examiner/
http://cnaps.org/the-tax-cuts-and-jobs-act-actually-spurred-investment-and-hiring-jon-hartley-in-the-national-review/
http://cnaps.org/the-tax-cuts-and-jobs-act-actually-spurred-investment-and-hiring-jon-hartley-in-the-national-review/
http://cnaps.org/donald-trump-for-all-his-flaws-made-israels-triumph-over-hamas-much-more-likely-matthew-bondy-in-the-new-york-post/
http://cnaps.org/donald-trump-for-all-his-flaws-made-israels-triumph-over-hamas-much-more-likely-matthew-bondy-in-the-new-york-post/
http://cnaps.org/a-reckoning-for-the-rising-inequality-narrative-jon-hartley-in-national-review/
http://cnaps.org/a-reckoning-for-the-rising-inequality-narrative-jon-hartley-in-national-review/
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Our Domestic Policy team, under the leadership of 

Director Aaron Wudrick, is influencing conversations on 

a variety of issues, largely under the umbrellas of justice, 

economics, and social affairs. 

MLI has emerged as a dominant and frequently 

cited voice of reasoned criticism on everything from 

corporate welfare, to Canada’s slow economic growth, 

to government overreach in communications policy and 

media subsidies.

PROGRAM VICTORIES
 In 2023, our team of experts emerged as trail blazers 

in the ongoing debate over the federal government’s 

controversial efforts to regulate online content and force 

major social media companies to “pay their fair share” 

for Canadian news content. As concerns and confusion 

grew over Bill C-11 and Bill C-18, MLI provided clarity and 

direction with our paper titled …And now, the news: A 

national news media policy for Canada. In addition, our 

Senate testimony on Bill C-18, and our recommendations 

for a national news media policy, were widely cited and 

inspired a Globe and Mail editorial.

 MLI also hosted several influential events, both 

in-person and online, including a robust panel discussion 

in June with Distinguished Fellow Jack Mintz and Director 

Aaron Wudrick that covered competition and industrial 

policy priorities in the coming years.

DOMESTIC
POLICY

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/and-now-the-news-a-national-news-media-policy-for-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/and-now-the-news-a-national-news-media-policy-for-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/and-now-the-news-a-national-news-media-policy-for-canada/
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 Meanwhile, we continued to lead the conversation about the dangers of blindly following 

woke ideologies that undermine social cohesion and threaten Canada’s future prosperity. 

For instance, David Rozado and Aaron Wudrick’s article, titled Northern awokening: How 

social justice and woke language have infiltrated Canadian news media, alerted Canadians 

to the creeping left-wing bias that’s skewing journalism in Canada.

 In October 2023, the Canadian Constitution Foundation lauded Director Aaron  

Wudrick and Senior Fellow Kaveh Shahrooz as its “Freedom Defenders of the Week” for 

their article titled Now more than ever, we must resist an illiberal turn against free speech. The 

CCF praised the authors’ “full-throated defence of free speech” and urged all Canadians 

to read and share the article. 

 Another article, published in Inside Policy and written by MLI Senior Fellow Stuart 

Parker, a lifelong Marxist, highlighted how “woke” activists turned on him for refusing to 

blindly follow all the dictates of pro-trans ideology. These articles highlight MLI’s willing-

ness to wade into contentious debates when those discussions matter to Canadians.

 A growing body of evidence from around the world has revealed the damage caused 

to women and girls by an uncritical embrace of the demands of gender activists and the 

denial of the reality of biological sex. Canadian politicians will not speak openly about 

this issue. MLI, by contrast, exists to ensure there is a fearless voice putting reason and 

evidence at the heart of policy debates that matter. The interests and rights of women 

and girls is one policy area that desperately needs such a voice. That is why we prioritized 

this issue in 2023, producing a major research paper with Jo Phoenix titled Rights and 

wrongs: How gender self-identification policy places women at risk in prison. MLI’s related 

commentary Gender diverse prisoners and sex-based patterns of offending went viral in the 

first 24 hours after publication, reaching well over a quarter million people on X. Coach 

Linda Blade joined Domestic Affairs Director Aaron Wudrick to discuss her experience 

with gender ideology in sport. Since our thought leadership on this issue began, three 

provinces have now adopted some of our recommendations and revised their own 

gender policies. This is a victory that MLI has played a leading role in creating.

 

Whether writing about organized crime and the illegal cigarette trade, speaking 

out on failed drug policies and harmful gender ideology, or hosting roundtables on 

competition policy, MLI punched far above its weight on the home front in 2023.

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/northern-awokening-how-social-justice-and-woke-language-have-infiltrated-canadian-news-media/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/northern-awokening-how-social-justice-and-woke-language-have-infiltrated-canadian-news-media/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/now-more-than-ever-we-must-resist-an-illiberal-turn-against-free-speech-kaveh-shahrooz-and-aaron-wudrick-for-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/intolerant-authoritarians-of-the-new-left-stuart-parker-for-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/intolerant-authoritarians-of-the-new-left-stuart-parker-for-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/rights-and-wrongs-how-gender-self-identification-policy-places-women-at-risk-in-prison/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/rights-and-wrongs-how-gender-self-identification-policy-places-women-at-risk-in-prison/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/gender-diverse-prisoners-and-sex-based-patterns-of-offending/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/gender-diverse-prisoners-and-sex-based-patterns-of-offending/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=of9Xg2MFSEg
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MLI’s Foreign Affairs, National Defence, and National 

Security team under the leadership of Jonathan Berkshire 

Miller has helped to educate Canadians on Canada’s 

roles and responsibilities in a rapidly changing world. 

A once-influential middle power, Canada’s position 

has been undermined in recent years by poor policy 

decisions and weakness where strategic vision, fortitude, 

and strength are required.

From the Israel-Hamas war to Russia’s ongoing 

invasion of Ukraine and beyond, MLI is offering clarity 

amid the chaos. While some may wish to ignore the 

outside world, MLI understands that Canada has a crucial 

role to play in shaping a better future for everyone. We 

will continue to lead the policy conversations that inform 

Canadians and protect Canada’s long-term interests. 

PROGRAM VICTORIES
 On October 7, 2023, Hamas terrorists horrified right-

thinking people around the world with their bloodthirsty 

attacks on Israel. While some in Canada equivocated, MLI 

offered a clear statement condemning the terror attacks. 

The moral clarity of our stance was a clarion call to all 

Canadians to inform themselves about the conflict, and 

to support Israel’s right to protect its people and defend 

its very existence from those who wish to eliminate it.

 MLI was a leader in alerting Canadians to the 

growing threat of Chinese interference in our national 

affairs, including election interference by the Chinese 

Communist Party. The Institute’s work on Chinese 

foreign interference, influence, and disinformation has 

appeared in or been cited by well over 1000 national and 

international media stories. Our body of work includes 

ground-breaking papers, detailed analyses, webinars, 

podcasts, op-eds, and much more.

NATIONAL DEFENCE AND NATIONAL SECURITY
FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/statement-by-mli-on-the-attacks-against-israel-by-hamas/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/russia-proofing-election-foreign-interference-new-mli-study/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/targeting-canada-in-service-to-china/
https://disinfowatch.org/influence-operation-targeting-canadian-2021-federal-election/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/chinas-infiltration-and-cooptation-of-canadian-research-christian-leuprecht/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/persistent-threat-foreign-interference/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/chinas-mission-to-control-arctic/
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 Meanwhile, the South China Morning Post (SCMP) lamented Beijing’s apparent loss of 

Canada following Brian Lee Crowley’s op-ed in the Telegraph, titled Canada’s secret service 

is fighting a hidden civil war. MLI welcomed the SCMP’s characterization, viewing it as a 

testament to our efforts to combat undue influence. The recognition that “Beijing has 

lost Canada” serves as a badge of honour, signalling our commitment to safeguarding 

democratic institutions.

 MLI is also widely recognized as a global thought leader on issues of defence and security. 

In July 2023, when the NATO Vilnius Summit met in Lithuania, only three Canadians from 

civil society were invited – all of whom were MLI senior fellows. This underscores the 

extent to which MLI is recognized as a leader in international and diplomatic engagement. 

A senior PMO staffer’s private acknowledgment of MLI’s influence further solidified our 

reputation as a force to be reckoned within the corridors of power. During the summit, 

MLI dominated Canadian media, with features in prominent outlets such as the National 

Post, the Globe and Mail, CBC News, CTV News, The Hub, and more, setting the agenda 

for critical debates. For instance, MLI’s foreign policy op-ed titled, Canada’s days of 

freeloading on NATO allies must end, written by Director Berkshire Miller and Director of 

the Transatlantic Program and Senior Fellow Balkan Devlen, resulted in an invitation to a 

pivotal meeting hosted by Global Affairs Canada, where high-ranking policy advisors and 

Deputy Ministers were present. Notably, the op-ed was designated as required reading for 

the meeting, showcasing MLI’s influence in shaping policy discussions.

 MLI also made strides in raising awareness of the crucial need to support Taiwan’s 

security amid Chinese Community Party threats and intimidation tactics. In addition to 

publishing several articles and papers on Taiwan, MLI also hosted a panel discussion in 

November, titled Democractic stronghold: Safeguarding Taiwan from a resurgent China, which 

featured Dr. Roy Chun Lee, Deputy Foreign Minister of Taiwan, as a special guest panelist.

These victories, along with previously mentioned successes such as Senior Fellow 

Marcus Kolga’s research that led to the ban of dangerous anti-virus software on federal 

government devices, and Senior Fellow Sarah Teich’s key role in the creation of Bill C-353, 

the Foreign Hostage Takers Accountability Act, are vivid reminders of the rewards that come 

with determination and persistence. Good policy is worth fighting for.

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canadas-secret-service-is-fighting-a-hidden-civil-war-brian-lee-crowley-in-the-telegraph/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canadas-secret-service-is-fighting-a-hidden-civil-war-brian-lee-crowley-in-the-telegraph/
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/canadas-days-of-freeloading-on-nato-allies-must-end
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/canadas-days-of-freeloading-on-nato-allies-must-end
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/safeguarding-taiwan-from-a-resurgent-china/
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MLI’s Indigenous Affairs team, under the leadership 

of Distinguished Fellow and Director Ken Coates, has 

long established itself as the leader in Indigenous policy 

expertise. 

The most important measure of our project’s impact 

is the realization of substantive improvement in the lives 

of Indigenous people in Canada. We are heartened to 

see industry, particularly in the natural resources sector, 

increasingly engage with Indigenous communities in 

a range of innovative arrangements to the benefit of  

both sides. 

MLI believes that true reconciliation can’t occur 

without economic reconciliation – and that is best 

achieved by consulting and collaborating with Indigenous 

communities to help them take command of their own 

economic destinies. In fact, offering best practices and 

solutions for managing Indigenous prosperity is a key 

focus of our research, and will continue to be of vital 

importance into the future.

PROGRAM VICTORIES
 In 2023, MLI’s experts produced a wide range of 

thought-provoking papers, commentaries and op-eds 

that helped to move the dial of public opinion, including 

Beyond the Indian Act: Lessons learned from independent 

land management by First Nations, a paper by Director 

Coates and University of Saskatchewan post-doctoral 

researcher Britt Baumann, and Senior Fellow Chris 

Sankey’s Inside Policy article, titled Net-zero agenda is an 

anti-growth agenda.

AFFAIRS
INDIGENOUS

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/beyond-the-indian-act-lessons-learned-from-independent-land-management-by-first-nations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/beyond-the-indian-act-lessons-learned-from-independent-land-management-by-first-nations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/net-zero-agenda-is-anti-growth-agenda/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/net-zero-agenda-is-anti-growth-agenda/
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 We also hosted webinars that explored key topics of concern, such as the accessibility 

of clean drinking water on First Nation communities, and the potential benefits to remote 

Indigenous communities of employing small modular reactors.

 MLI believes that managing Indigenous prosperity is crucial to the future success 

of not just Indigenous peoples, but all Canadians. It’s why we launched Indigenous 

Prosperity at a Crossroads, a project that seeks to elevate Indigenous voices and refocus 

policy-makers on issues of importance to Indigenous communities that rely on economic 

partnerships in the resource economy. We are pleased to report that our efforts are paying 

off: the concept of “managing Indigenous prosperity” is appearing more and more often 

in the media, including in a recent Calgary Herald column on a massive business deal for 

the exploration of a new oil sands mine on reserve lands in Alberta. 

 Director Ken Coates continues to be highly sought out for his thought leadership on 

Indigenous Affairs. MLI is a trusted source of insight and ideas in this field, with our work 

being instrumental in shaping discussions and advocating for reform. Coates was also 

approached by a representative for the Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

(CMHC), who praised MLI’s efforts to engage and uplift Indigenous communities, 

and asked Coates to detail how his policy work with CMHC might benefit Indigenous 

communities. 

 Our Indigenous Affairs team is also making headlines on topics that go beyond 

Canada’s borders. For instance, Senior Fellow Chris Sankey’s Inside Policy article, Stop 

Comparing Palestinians to Indigenous Canadians, was read more than 6000 times on 

our site, picked up and re-published by the National Post, and then covered as a key 

component of a national debate by CBC News.

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-endless-indigenous-water-controversy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/event/finding-a-good-fit-indigenous-peoples-and-small-modular-reactors/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/indigenous-prosperity-at-a-crossroads/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/indigenous-prosperity-at-a-crossroads/
https://calgaryherald.com/opinion/columnists/varcoe-alberta-first-nation-signs-deal-suncor-explore-oilsands-mine
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/stop-comparing-palestinians-to-indigenous/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/stop-comparing-palestinians-to-indigenous/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/indigenous-people-canada-gaza-palestinians-1.7032180
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MLI’s new program, Natural Resources, Energy, and 

Environment has firmly established itself as its own 

robust policy department under the leadership of Senior 

Fellow and Director Heather Exner-Pirot. 

Energy security, energy poverty, and climate change 

are all urgent, serious challenges that MLI has addressed 

throughout 2023. 

Canada must maintain reliable and affordable 

supplies of oil, gas, and minerals while at the same 

time investing in cost-competitive energy solutions that 

reduce carbon emissions. 

Canada must step up and become the energy and 

resource superpower the world needs. Unfortunately, the 

prevailing policy solutions in Ottawa and the provinces 

are based on vain hopes divorced from economic and 

logistical constraints and realities.

PROGRAM VICTORIES
 In June, MLI Senior Fellow Jerome Gessaroli’s paper 

Maximizing value, minimizing emissions ignited debates 

on emission reduction strategies through international 

collaboration, garnering attention online, in the press, 

and among policy-makers. Just two weeks after its 

publication, Alberta Premier Danielle Smith and BC 

Premier Dave Eby initiated discussions on utilizing 

Article 6 of the Paris Agreement as a cost-effective means 

of reducing emissions.

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
NATURAL RESOURCES,

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/maximizing-value-minimizing-emissions-the-cost-effective-path-for-canadas-climate-agenda/
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 For years, MLI has been a leading voice on issues surrounding the federal 

government’s controversial Impact Assessment Act that stifled development and 

discouraged investment in Canada’s natural resources sectors. Our experts have been 

writing about the Act since the government put it before parliament and we hosted 

a webinar in 2022 as soon as the Alberta Court of Appeal ruled it unconstitutional. 

On October 13, the Supreme Court of Canada confirmed that the Impact Assessment 

Act was unconstitutional. MLI led discussions in the following days and weeks. First, 

Director Exner-Pirot was asked to provide a same-day opinion piece for the Globe and 

Mail (which was among the most-viewed items on their and our platforms). Martin 

Ignasiak, a lawyer and well-known thought leader in the field, wrote an article on the 

court decision for Inside Policy titled The Government of Canada needs to come to grips 

with the Supreme Court’s IAA decision. Later, MLI convened several of the country’s top 

experts to debate the ramifications of the decision in a webinar.

 In October 2023, Director Heather Exner-Pirot was called to testify before the 

Standing Committee on Natural Resources, where she explained how regulatory barriers 

are stunting Canada’s economy while also harming the environment. Her frank and 

informative commentary spurred national conversations on government policies and 

highlighted the role MLI experts play in guiding and shaping national conversations 

regarding energy, environment, and natural resource issues.

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canadas-senate-needs-time-get-bill-c-69-right-joseph-quesnel-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canadas-senate-needs-time-get-bill-c-69-right-joseph-quesnel-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/the-government-of-canada-needs-to-come-to-grips-with-the-supreme-courts-iaa-decision-martin-ignasiak-for-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/the-government-of-canada-needs-to-come-to-grips-with-the-supreme-courts-iaa-decision-martin-ignasiak-for-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/regulatory-barriers-to-developing-resources/
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The Macdonald-Laurier Institute has 

undertaken a series of successful events on a 

wide range of important policy matters.

These were well-received by participants, 

and feedback from in-person and on-line 

audiences has been very positive. 

In 2023, we hosted events with dignitaries 

and experts from many countries, including 

Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Ukraine, Taiwan, 

Japan, Croatia, and Korea. 

We will continue to draw more attention 

to critical policy issues by bringing together 

leading experts from around the globe. 

From thought-provoking panel discus-

sions to engaging private roundtables and 

webinars, MLI has created a platform that 

brings together experts, policy-makers, and 

the public to explore pressing issues. 

Through these events, MLI has played a 

pivotal role in contributing to the development 

of effective policy solutions. 

EVENTS
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ROUNDTABLE PROGRAM

Road to Vilnius NATO summit: challenges and opportunities Foreign

Roundtable with the Embassy of the Kingdom of Bahrain (Private) Foreign

Confronting authoritarian challenges together: MLI hosts roundtable 

with Visegrad Group delegation
Foreign

Building a Canada-Korea partnership in the Indo-Pacific  

(Korea Foundation)
Foreign

Roundtable with the Embassy of Israel: Civil and governmental issues/  
Canada and the world - Private intelligence officers (Private)

Foreign

Roundtable with Stephen Nagy (Private) Foreign

MLI hosts roundtable discussion on Canada-India relations Foreign

Telus: Competition policy discussion hosted by Aaron Wudrick (Private) Domestic

MLI hosts discussion on EU-Canada relations Foreign

MLI hosts discussion with Croatia’s foreign minister on transatlantic 

security
Foreign

Roundtable discussion with the Business Council of Canada on 

Impact Assessment Act reform
Energy

Transatlantic Futures 2030: Oh Canada! Realising the potential of 
transatlantic partnership (Private)

Foreign

Roundtable with the Embassy of Belgium Foreign

Roundtable in Berlin re: Transatlantic partnerships (Private) Foreign

Roundtable discussion on collective struggle of Tibetans,  

Uyghurs and Hong Kong
Foreign

Exploring the nexus of energy, raw materials, security,  

and geopolitics
Foreign

ROUNDTABLES
Our roundtables afford our experts and staff the opportunity to convene key stakeholders, 

policy-makers, and influencers to discuss pressing issue.

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/road-to-vilnius-nato-summit-challenges-and-opportunities/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/confronting-authoritarian-challenges-together-mli-hosts-roundtable-with-visegrad-group-delegation/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/confronting-authoritarian-challenges-together-mli-hosts-roundtable-with-visegrad-group-delegation/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/building-a-canada-korea-partnership-in-the-indo-pacific-mli-hosts-roundtable-with-the-korea-foundation/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/building-a-canada-korea-partnership-in-the-indo-pacific-mli-hosts-roundtable-with-the-korea-foundation/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/mli-hosts-roundtable-discussion-on-canada-india-relations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/mli-hosts-discussion-on-eu-canada-relations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/mli-hosts-discussion-with-croatias-foreign-minister-on-transatlantic-security/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/mli-hosts-discussion-with-croatias-foreign-minister-on-transatlantic-security/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/roundtable-discussion-with-the-business-council-of-canada-on-impact-assessment-act-reform/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/roundtable-discussion-with-the-business-council-of-canada-on-impact-assessment-act-reform/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/roundtable-with-belgium-embassy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/roundtable-discussion-on-collective-struggle-of-tibetans-uyghurs-and-hong/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/roundtable-discussion-on-collective-struggle-of-tibetans-uyghurs-and-hong/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/exploring-nexus-of-energy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/exploring-nexus-of-energy/
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PODCASTS AND WEBINARS PROGRAM

Webinar panel video: Repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery: 
A symbolic act or a new beginning with Indigenous Peoples?

Indigenous

Webinar panel video: The endless Indigenous water controversy Indigenous

Defend or Defund? The future of the CBC Domestic

Webinar panel video: New tools or new competitors?  
The future of competition law in Canada

Domestic

Holding the Kremlin to account: A special international tribunal for 
the crime of aggression against Ukraine webinar

Foreign

Indigenous peoples and the new economy Indigenous

Finding a good fit: Indigenous peoples and small modular reactors Indigenous

Webinar panel video: The Origin of Covid-19 – the debate opens up Domestic

Webinar panel video: Defending democracies from disinformation: 
A new imperative for Canada-Japan strategic cooperation

Foreign

Webinar panel video: Carbon tech, carbon capture: Turning the CO2 
threat into an opportunity

Energy

Webinar panel video: Race to resources? Canada’s new critical 
minerals strategy and its implications

Domestic

The notwithstanding clause: Use It – or lose It? Domestic

The West in Confederation: What is Behind Western Restlessness? Indigenous

Indigenous peoples and critical minerals Indigenous

The Online News Act: surveying the fallout and what comes next Domestic

Assessing the Impact of the Impact Assessment Act ruling Energy

First Nations and the energy to succeed: Indigenous engagement 
with oil, gas and pipelines

Indigenous

PODCASTS AND WEBINARS
Podcasts and webinars allow us to inform Canadians using the most popular digital 

media platforms, expanding our reach, particularly with younger Canadians. Below is a 

listing of webinars and podcasts produced in 2023.

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-repudiating-the-doctrine-of-discovery-a-symbolic-act-or-a-new-beginning-with-indigenous-peoples/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-repudiating-the-doctrine-of-discovery-a-symbolic-act-or-a-new-beginning-with-indigenous-peoples/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-endless-indigenous-water-controversy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/event/defend-or-defund-the-future-of-the-cbc/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-new-tools-or-new-competitors-the-future-of-competition-law-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-new-tools-or-new-competitors-the-future-of-competition-law-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/event/holding-the-kremlin-to-account-a-special-international-tribunal-for-the-crime-of-aggression-against-ukraine/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/event/holding-the-kremlin-to-account-a-special-international-tribunal-for-the-crime-of-aggression-against-ukraine/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/event/indigenous-peoples-and-the-new-economy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/event/finding-a-good-fit-indigenous-peoples-and-small-modular-reactors/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/video-the-origin-of-covid-19-the-debate-opens-up/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-defending-democracies-from-disinformation-a-new-imperative-for-canada-japan-strategic-cooperation/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-defending-democracies-from-disinformation-a-new-imperative-for-canada-japan-strategic-cooperation/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-carbon-tech-carbon-capture-turning-the-co2-threat-into-an-opportunity/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-carbon-tech-carbon-capture-turning-the-co2-threat-into-an-opportunity/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-race-to-resources-canadas-new-critical-minerals-strategy-and-its-implications/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-race-to-resources-canadas-new-critical-minerals-strategy-and-its-implications/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/notwithstanding-use-it-or-lose-it-2/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/west-in-confederation-ii/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/event/indigenous-peoples-critical-minerals/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/online-news-act-fallout/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/event/assessing-the-impact/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/first-nations-and-the-energy-to-succeed/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/first-nations-and-the-energy-to-succeed/
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PUBLIC PANELS
Public panels are used by MLI staff and experts to highlilght pressing public policy 

issues. These events bring key stakeholders and policy-makers to MLI, allowing us to 

inform them about the issues of the day. Below is a listing of these panels held in 2023.

NAME PROGRAM

Making the Business Case for Canada Energy Energy

Democratic stronghold: Safeguarding Taiwan from a resurgent China Foreign

CONFERENCES

NAME OF PUBLIC PANEL PROGRAM

The G7 Hiroshima Summit and beyond Foreign

An armchair discussion with Keir Giles, author of Russia’s War on Everybody: 
And What It Means for You

Foreign

Video: A third way for drug addiction policy in Canada Domestic

Canada-Poland partnership and the energy security of Europe Energy

Rethinking international cooperation in the age of geopolitical competition Foreign

The China Problem: Panel discussion featuring Charles Burton, Miles Yu Foreign

Canada’s stakes in the South China Sea Foreign

Montreal international security summit Foreign

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/case-for-canadian-energy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/safeguarding-taiwan-from-a-resurgent-china/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/g7-summit-hiroshima-macdonald-laurier/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/an-armchair-discussion-with-keir-giles-author-of-russias-war-on-everybody-and-what-it-means-for-you/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/webinar-panel-video-a-third-way-for-drug-addiction-policy-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canada-poland-partnership-and-the-energy-security-of-europe/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/rethinking-international-cooperation/
https://cnaps.org/the-china-problem-panel-discussion-featuring-charles-burton-miles-yu/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canadas-stakes-south-china-sea/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/migs-summit/
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PAPER TITLE AUTHOR

Reckless: British Columbia’s “safe supply” fentanyl tablet 
experiment

Adam Zivo

Indigenous equity and its growing role in Canadian energy and 
resource development

Heather Exner-Pirot

Floating a different boat: Operationalizing airships for homeland 
security in the Arctic

LCDR Cam Kovarek, USN

Targeting Canada in service to China’s global agenda Charles Burton

The water conundrum and Indigenous communities in Canada Matthew Cameron, Ken Coates

Credits where credit is due: LNG exports and carbon credits Jerome Gessaroli

PUBLICATIONS

RESEARCH PAPERS
Research papers study issues in-depth to inform Canadians with thoughtful analysis 

of the most pressing public policy issues facing the country. We produced a total of 24 

research papers in 2023.

Our thought leadership, peer-reviewed 

papers, commentaries, Inside Policy 

articles and op-eds influence public 

policy decisions and inform Canadians 

about issues that affect Canada’s future 

prosperity and security. Below is a list of 

MLI’s written products in 2023.

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/reckless-bc-safe-supply/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/reckless-bc-safe-supply/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/indigenous-equity-and-its-growing-role/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/indigenous-equity-and-its-growing-role/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/operationalizing-airships-for-security/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/operationalizing-airships-for-security/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/the-water-conundrum/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/credits-where-credit-is-due-lng-exports-and-carbon-credits/
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When rights clash: The notwithstanding clause and 
Saskatchewan’s pronoun policy

David Snow

Canada’s governance crisis:  Canada faces a systemic failure at  
both the political and bureaucratic levels to manage complex 
public policy issues

Richard Shimooka

Artificial Intelligence: How big a threat to middle-class,  
white-collar jobs?

Philip Cross

Aiming off target: Gun policy in Canada Noah Shwartz

Overcoming remoteness: innovations in energy, transportation  
and connectivity to spur development in the Arctic

Heather Exner-Pirot

Adaptation needs great focus in climate policy Ross McKitrick

Maximizing value, minimizing emissions: The cost-effective path 
for Canada’s climate agenda

Jerome Gessaroli

Paying for plasma: The case for commercial-compensated plasma 
collections

Peter Jaworski

...and now, the news. A national news media policy for Canada Peter Menzies

Staying the course: Why competition law should remain focused 
on consumer welfare standards, not radical change

Aaron Wudrick

Beyond the Indian Act: Lessons learned from independent land 
management by First Nations

Ken Coates

European energy security: An uncertain road ahead amid  
a triple crisis

Jeff Kucharski

Competition policy in Canada: Time for an overhaul? Philip Cross

Northern awokening: How social justice and woke language have 
infiltrated Canadian news media

David Rozado,  
Aaron Wudrick

From shield to sword: The evolution of Indigenous economic 
rights in Canada

Heather Exner-Pirot

Rights and wrongs: How gender self-identification policy places 
women at risk in prison

Jo Phoenix

Alberta 2023 and beyond: Fiscal policy, health care and federal- 
provincial relations

Janice MacKinnon,  
Jack Mintz

Fishing for answers: How an East Coast resurgence could 
navigate rough waters

Ken Coates

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/notwithstanding-clause-and-charter/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/notwithstanding-clause-and-charter/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canadas-governance-crisis/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canadas-governance-crisis/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canadas-governance-crisis/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/artificial-intelligence-how-big-a-threat/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/artificial-intelligence-how-big-a-threat/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/aiming-off-target-gun-policy-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/overcoming-remoteness/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/overcoming-remoteness/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/climate-adaptation-needs-greater-focus/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/maximizing-value-minimizing-emissions-the-cost-effective-path-for-canadas-climate-agenda/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/maximizing-value-minimizing-emissions-the-cost-effective-path-for-canadas-climate-agenda/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/beyond-the-indian-act-lessons-learned-from-independent-land-management-by-first-nations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/beyond-the-indian-act-lessons-learned-from-independent-land-management-by-first-nations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/european-energy-security-an-uncertain-road-ahead-amid-a-triple-crisis/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/european-energy-security-an-uncertain-road-ahead-amid-a-triple-crisis/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/competition-policy-in-canada-time-for-an-overhaul/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/northern-awokening-how-social-justice-and-woke-language-have-infiltrated-canadian-news-media/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/northern-awokening-how-social-justice-and-woke-language-have-infiltrated-canadian-news-media/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/from-shield-to-sword-the-evolution-of-indigenous-economic-rights-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/from-shield-to-sword-the-evolution-of-indigenous-economic-rights-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/rights-and-wrongs-how-gender-self-identification-policy-places-women-at-risk-in-prison/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/rights-and-wrongs-how-gender-self-identification-policy-places-women-at-risk-in-prison/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/alberta-2023-and-beyond-fiscal-policy-health-care-and-federal-provincial-relations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/alberta-2023-and-beyond-fiscal-policy-health-care-and-federal-provincial-relations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/fishing-for-answers-how-an-east-coast-resurgence-could-navigate-rough-waters/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/fishing-for-answers-how-an-east-coast-resurgence-could-navigate-rough-waters/
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COMMENTARIES
Our commentaries are shorter than research papers, and we are able to produce them 

more quickly, allowing us to respond to current events that arise in Canada. In 2023, 

we increased our production of commentaries in order to respond to more issues in a 

timely manner.

COMMENTARY TITLE AUTHOR

Canada’s military mission in Latvia: Six years down, many more  
to come

Māris Andžāns

Summary of federal investments and program actions related to 
Indigenous water supplies

Ken Coates, Matthew Cameron

Overview of water delivery systems and barriers to provision Ken Coates, Matthew Cameron

A History of Boil Water Advisories Ken Coates,Matthew Cameron

The importance of clean water supplies for community wellbeing Ken Coates, Matthew Cameron

Dumbed down math – California’s “math lite” debacle and how  
to avert the misadventure in Canada

Paul W. Bennett

The Rouleau Commission’s recommendations: Laundering the 
government’s agenda for censorship and expended emergency 
powers

Ryan Alford

All signal, no virtue: the spread of an ineffective and harmful 
pedagogical tool

Renaud-Phillippe Garner

Gender diverse prisoners and sex-based patterns of offending Jo Phoenix

Waiting for new drugs for rare disorders in Canada Nigel Rawson, John Adams

Government can’t do it alone: Estimating the cost of building 
enough homes to meet Canada’s core housing need

Steve Lafleur, Josef Filipowicz

Rapid growth of government helps raise wage and price inflation Philip Cross

The road to Vilnius: Canada at the NATO Summit Balkan Devlen, Jonathan Berkshire Miller

Confucian flesh over realist bones? China’s tactical approaches  
to reunify with Taiwan

Stephen Nagy

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canada-in-latvia/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canada-in-latvia/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/indigenous-fed-investments-and-program-actions/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/indigenous-fed-investments-and-program-actions/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/overview-of-water-delivery-systems-and-barriers-to-provision/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/history-of-boil-water-advisories/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/importance-clean-water-supplies/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/dumbed-down-math/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/dumbed-down-math/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/rouleau-commission-recommendations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/rouleau-commission-recommendations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/rouleau-commission-recommendations/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/all-signal-no-virtue/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/all-signal-no-virtue/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/gender-diverse-prisoners-and-sex-based-patterns-of-offending/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/waiting-for-new-drugs-for-rare-disorders-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/gov-cant-do-housing-alone/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/gov-cant-do-housing-alone/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/government-wage-price-inflation/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/road-to-vilnius/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/confucian-flesh-over-realist-bones-chinas-tactical-approaches-to-reunify-with-taiwan/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/confucian-flesh-over-realist-bones-chinas-tactical-approaches-to-reunify-with-taiwan/
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The uses and abuses of out-of-office justice(s): The SNC Lavalin  
and Johnston scandals

Geoffrey Sigalet

Energy in the age of pragmatism Heather Exner-Pirot

Building a Canada-South Korea partnership in the Indo-Pacific Andrew Yeo

Like it or not, the Korean peninsula is a key defence priority  
for Canada

Andrew Erskine

All eyes on Taiwan: Preserving a hard-won liberty, the 2024  
elections and beyond

J. Michael Cole

Democracy with Chinese characteristics Brian Lee Crowley

Foreign influence operations in Japan since the second Abe 
government

Kyoko Kuwahara

More than we imagined? Unresolved tensions and the current 
state of physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia in Canada

Shawn Whatley

Righting the education ship: Learning from the powerful lessons 
of the pandemic

Paul W. Bennett

Getting our houses in order: How a lack of intergovernmental 
policy coordination undermines housing affordability in Canada

Josef Filipowicz, Steve Lafleur

Making Canada’s Arctic security paradigm fit for purpose:  
From exceptionalism to geostrategic competition

Christian Leuprecht

Strengthening international cooperation against disinformation:  
The case of a Taiwan Strait contingency

Kyoko Kuwahara

Breaking the silence: Female athletes speak about safe and fair 
sport in Canada

Linda Blade

Become a cheerleader or find another job! The political test in 
equity, diversity, and inclusiveness initiatives

Christopher Dummitt

Gender self-identification in the Canadian correctional system April Kitzul

Stronger enforcement of the Competition Act is better than a  
dramatic overhaul

Anthony Niblett

Commemorative policy: obstacles to getting it right in Toronto Patrice Dutil

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/the-uses-and-abuses-of-out-of-office-justices-the-snc-lavalin-and-johnston-scandals/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/the-uses-and-abuses-of-out-of-office-justices-the-snc-lavalin-and-johnston-scandals/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/energy-in-age-of-pragmatism/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/building-a-canada-south-korea-partnership-in-the-indo-pacific/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/like-it-or-not-the-korean-peninsula-is-a-key-defence-priority-for-ottawa/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/like-it-or-not-the-korean-peninsula-is-a-key-defence-priority-for-ottawa/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/all-eyes-on-taiwan-2024-elections/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/all-eyes-on-taiwan-2024-elections/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/democracy-with-chinese-characteristics/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/foreign-influence-operations-in-japan-since-the-second-abe-government/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/foreign-influence-operations-in-japan-since-the-second-abe-government/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/more-than-we-imagined-unresolved-tensions-and-the-current-state-of-physician-assisted-suicide-and-euthanasia-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/more-than-we-imagined-unresolved-tensions-and-the-current-state-of-physician-assisted-suicide-and-euthanasia-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/righting-the-education-ship-learning-from-the-powerful-lessons-of-the-pandemic/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/righting-the-education-ship-learning-from-the-powerful-lessons-of-the-pandemic/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/getting-our-houses-in-order-how-a-lack-of-intergovernmental-policy-coordination-undermines-housing-affordability-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/getting-our-houses-in-order-how-a-lack-of-intergovernmental-policy-coordination-undermines-housing-affordability-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/making-canadas-arctic-security-paradigm-fit-for-purpose-from-exceptionalism-to-geostrategic-competition/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/making-canadas-arctic-security-paradigm-fit-for-purpose-from-exceptionalism-to-geostrategic-competition/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/strengthening-international-cooperation-against-disinformation-the-case-of-a-taiwan-strait-contingency/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/strengthening-international-cooperation-against-disinformation-the-case-of-a-taiwan-strait-contingency/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/breaking-the-silence-female-athletes-speak-about-safe-and-fair-sport-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/breaking-the-silence-female-athletes-speak-about-safe-and-fair-sport-in-canada/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/become-a-cheerleader-or-find-another-job-the-political-test-in-equity-diversity-and-inclusiveness-initiatives/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/become-a-cheerleader-or-find-another-job-the-political-test-in-equity-diversity-and-inclusiveness-initiatives/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/reflections-on-the-impact-of-gender-self-identification-policies-in-the-canadian-correctional-system/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/stronger-enforcement-of-the-competition-act-is-better-than-a-dramatic-overhaul/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/stronger-enforcement-of-the-competition-act-is-better-than-a-dramatic-overhaul/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/commemorative-policy-obstacles-to-getting-it-right-in-toronto/
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INSIDE POLICY
Inside Policy – MLI’s in-house magazine – gained significant traction throughout 2023. 

Showcasing almost 100 articles in 2023, Inside Policy makes an out-sized contribution 

to MLI’s profile in the world of public policy. Below is a breakdown of the number of 

Inside Policy articles produced per program, followed by some of our most important and 

widely read Inside Policy pieces in 2023.

DOMESTIC POLICY

FOREIGN AFFAIRS, NATIONAL DEFENCE  
AND NATIONAL SECURITY

NATURAL RESOURCES, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT

INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS

43

34 8

5

TITLE OF INSIDE POLICY ARTICLE AUTHOR

As Gaza demonstrates, Canada needs the tools to counter 
international kidnapping

Sarah Teich

Unpacking Canada’s productivity challenge: A call for policy reforms Aaron Wudrick, Callum Macleod

Ruthless, reckless, damaging: the Hon. Steven Guilbeault is  
MLI’s Policy-maker of the year

Heather Exner-Pirot

Hope for a post-Putin Russia Marcus Kolga

Undersea, Under Threat Alexander Dalziel

Shuttered Yukon mine is a canary for resource-dependent 
communities

Ken Coates, David Silar

Net-zero agenda is an anti-growth agenda Chris Sankey

FIGURE 8: Inside Policy articles per program (2023)

https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/as-gaza-demonstrates-canada-needs-the-tools-to-counter-international-kidnapping-sarah-teich-for-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/as-gaza-demonstrates-canada-needs-the-tools-to-counter-international-kidnapping-sarah-teich-for-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/unpacking-canadas-productivity-challenge-aaron-wudrick-and-callum-macleod-for-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/ruthless-reckless-damaging-the-hon-steven-guilbeault-is-mlis-policy-maker-of-the-year/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/ruthless-reckless-damaging-the-hon-steven-guilbeault-is-mlis-policy-maker-of-the-year/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/hope-for-a-post-putin-russia-marcus-kolga-for-inside-policy/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/undersea-under-threat/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/shuttered-yukon-mine/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/shuttered-yukon-mine/
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/net-zero-agenda-is-anti-growth-agenda/
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TITLE OF INSIDE POLICY ARTICLE AUTHOR

As Gaza demonstrates, Canada needs the tools to counter 
international kidnapping

Sarah Teich

Unpacking Canada’s productivity challenge: A call for policy reforms Aaron Wudrick, Callum Macleod

Ruthless, reckless, damaging: the Hon. Steven Guilbeault is  
MLI’s Policy-maker of the year

Heather Exner-Pirot

Hope for a post-Putin Russia Marcus Kolga

Undersea, Under Threat Alexander Dalziel

Shuttered Yukon mine is a canary for resource-dependent 
communities

Ken Coates, David Silar

Net-zero agenda is an anti-growth agenda Chris Sankey

Are pro-Hamas protests in violation of Canada’s hate speech and 
terrorism laws?

Joe Adam George

(How) can big government be kept accountable? Leonid Sirota

Bill C-56 risks undermining competition in Canada rather than 
fostering it

Aaron Wudrick

Canada could have been an energy superpower. Instead we became  
a bystander

Heather Exner-Pirot

Putting government mismanagement of Indigenous affairs  
in the rear-view mirror

Ken Coates

A new Digital Services Tax would harm consumers and antagonize 
trade partners

David Collins

Waiting for new drugs for rare disorders in Canada 7:  
Canadian Drug Agency

Nigel Rawson, John Adams

The broken ideology behind postcolonial activism Daniel Dorman

What the new BRICS currency could mean for Canada David Collins

Seismic shifts in the global trade order Lawrence L. Herman

Waiting for new drugs for rare disorders in Canada 3:  
price negotiations

Nigel Rawson, John Adams

Why Canada needs a more modest Competition Bureau Vincent Geloso

The alarming collapse of Canadian diplomacy Patrice Dutil

Waiting for new drugs for rare disorders in Canada 1:  
regulatory approval

Nigel Rawson, John Adams

The ‘new’ Saudi Arabia as an opportunity for Canada Hussain Ehsani

Skepticism is a good lens for viewing the Competition Bureau’s 
grocery market study

Vincent Geloso

ENGO’s misrepresent and abuse indigenous communities to  
interfere in resource development

Chris Sankey

Japan leveraging its position through its G7 Presidency Simran Walia

A Western sanctions counteroffensive to match Ukraine’s military 
counteroffensive

Benjamin L. Schmitt

Canada’s competition laws should stay focused on consumers Aaron Wudrick, Will Rinehart
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Rather than bullying people to celebrate Pride, let’s recommit to 
Canadian values

Josh Dehaas

A committee for concealment: Why NSICOP is ill-suited to  
investigate Beijing’s electoral interference

Ryan Alford

Strong and free: Canada’s Indo-Pacific awakening and  
what comes next

Kei Hakata

Canada’s rising carbon tax, energy prices and the Supreme Court Andrew Roman

Another round of trade negotiations with the US: How to avoid 
surprises

Lawrence L. Herman

Budget 2023: Inadvisable deficit spending increases during 
inflationary times

Jon Hartley

Hitting the ceiling: Can Canada continue to support Ukraine 
militarily?

Alexander Lanoszka

Ukraine war fatigue is settling in – and must be resisted Matthew Bondy

Is a diplomatic solution possible for Roxham Road? Michael Barutciski

Promise and pitfalls in Canada’s Indo-Pacific trade strategy Meredith Lilly

Shutdown of talk at McGill threatens freedom of expression  
in Canada

Jamie Sarkonak

Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy and its implications for Japan Kyoko Kuwahara
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OP-EDS AND COLUMNS
At roughly 340 op-eds over the course of the year, it would take too much space to list 

them all. Below you will find a very short list of op-eds chosen to showcase the breadth 

of our work across the various program areas as well as the quality and reach of the 

publications that welcome MLI’s work on their platform.

DOMESTIC POLICY

FOREIGN AFFAIRS, NATIONAL DEFENCE 
AND NATIONAL SECURITY

NATURAL RESOURCES, ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT

INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS

154

120

30

23

All other publications

Financial Post

National Post

Globe and Mail

The Hub

31%

21%
17%

16%

15%

FIGURE 8: Articles per publication

FIGURE 9: Articles per program
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TITLE OF OP-ED OR COLUMN PROGRAM AUTHOR(S) PUBLICATION

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act actually spurred investment CNAPS Jon Hartley National Review

Losing Canada CNAPS Brian Lee Crowley Real Clear Politics

Canada’s assault on American Big Tech CNAPS Peter Menzies Washington Examiner

Biden must stop using defense partnerships as an excuse  
to cut Pentagon spending

CNAPS Matthew Bondy New York Post

Diamonds may be forever but diamond mines aren’t.  
N.W.T. needs to find a replacement fast

Energy+ H. Exner-Pirot Financial Post

Liberal Climate Policies are fine on their own but they 
contradict each other

Energy+ H. Exner-Pirot Globe and Mail

Having global partners can help Canada advance  
its climate targets

Energy+ Jerome Gessaroli Vancouver Sun

Why the oilsands’ weaknesses are turning into strengths Energy+ H. Exner-Pirot The Hub

Just or not, green energy transition will be harder than its 
supporters let on

Energy+ Philip Cross Financial Post

Biden’s energy policies promote repressive regimes Energy+ Joseph Bouchard Washington Examiner

Federal emissions cap a slap in the face to Indigenous peoples Indigenous Stephen Buffalo Edmonton Journal

Canada playing catch-up with northern technological futures Indigenous Ken Coates,  
Carin Holroyd

The Hill Times

An era of justice is quietly delivering huge payback to 
Indigenous communities

Indigenous Ken Coates Globe and Mail

The warming climate is making cooler countries like Canada 
more appealing to tourists

Indigenous Ken Coates Toronto Star

Don’t blame Indigenous for Calgary cancelling fireworks Indigenous Melissa Mbarki National Post

SELECTED LIST OF OP-EDS AND COLUMNS
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Life on reserve is already unaffordable, the carbon tax  
makes it worse

Indigenous Stephen Buffalo Calgary Herald

Democracy with Chinese characteristics Foreign Brian Lee Crowley Frontline

Trudeau’s focus isn’t on making our elections secure,  
but making Canadians think they are

Foreign Bruce Pardy,  
Patricia Adams

Globe and Mail

Beijing doing the wrong thing could be right for Canada Foreign Charles Burton Hamilton Spectator

As Ottawa balks at an election interference inquiry, public trust 
in our democracy is draining away

Foreign Marcus Kolga Globe and Mail

Canada’s days of freeloading on NATO allies must end Foreign J. Berkshire Miller, 
Balkan Devlen

National Post

Notley’s empty health care promises: we’ve seen them  
all before

Domestic Shawn Whatley Western Standard

Maximizing Canada’s energy future requires returning to  
our nuclear roots

Domestic Richard Shimooka The Hub

Should CRTC ban Fox from Canada’s airwaves? Domestic Peter Menzies Globe and Mail

Public-sector employment growth is badly distorting  
labour markets

Domestic Jack Mintz Financial Post

Saskatchewan bill shows why the notwithstanding clause 
exists

Domestic Dave Snow The Hill Times

More casualties like Silicon Valley Bank to come Domestic Philip Cross National Post

Canada needs immigration reform that is fair and constructive Domestic Aaron Wudrick Montreal Gazette

Montreal’s Sir John A. Macdonald statue should be put back Domestic Patrice Dutil Montreal Gazette

Personal health spending accounts deserve a close look Domestic Jack Mintz Financial Post
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OUR PEOPLE   

Ideas are the lifeblood of the Macdonald-Laurier 

Institute, and our people are the beating heart of 

the organization. Thanks to our leadership team, 

including our Board of Directors, Advisory Council, 

Research Advisory Board, Senior Fellows, staff, and 

experts, we have made significant progress in our 

mission in 2023. 
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BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS
CHAIR
Vaughn MacLellan
DLA Piper (Canada) LLP, Toronto

VICE-CHAIR 

Jacquelyn Thayer Scott
COO, Airesun Global Ltd; 
President Emerita, Cape Breton University, 
Sydney

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Brian Lee Crowley
Ottawa

SECRETARY

Gerry Protti
Chairman, BlackSquare Inc, Calgary

TREASURER

Martin MacKinnon
Lecturer (Part-time),  
Cape Breton University, Sydney

DIRECTORS
Richard Boudreault
CEO, AWN, Nanotech, Montreal

Wayne Critchley
Senior Associate, Global Public Affairs, Ottawa

Colleen Mahoney
Sole Principal, Committee Digest, Toronto

Jayson Myers
CEO, Jayson Myers Public Affairs Inc., Aberfoyle

Dan Nowlan
Vice Chair, Investment Banking, 
National Bank Financial, Toronto

Hon. Christian Paradis
Co-founder and Senior advisor, 
Global Development Solutions, Montréal

Vijay Sappani 
CEO, Ela Capital Inc, Toronto

Veso Sobot
Former Director of Corporate Affairs, 
IPEX Group of Companies, Toronto

Elizabeth Burke-Gaffney
Commercial Negotiator, Oil & Gas, Calgary

Nigel Wright
Senior Managing Director, Onex Partners, 
London (UK)

ADVISORY COUNCIL
John Beck
President and CEO, Aecon Enterprises Inc, 
Toronto

Aurel Braun
Professor of International Relations and  
Political Science, University of Toronto, Toronto

Erin Chutter
Executive Chair, Global Energy Metals  
Corporation, Vancouver

Navjeet (Bob) Dhillon
President and CEO, Mainstreet Equity Corp, 
Calgary

Jim Dinning
Former Treasurer of Alberta, Calgary

Richard Fadden
Former National Security Advisor to the Prime 
Minister, Ottawa

Brian Flemming
International lawyer, writer, and policy  
advisor, Halifax

LEADERSHIP
(AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2023)
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Robert Fulford
Former Editor of Saturday Night magazine, 
Toronto

Wayne Gudbranson
CEO, Branham Group Inc., Ottawa

Calvin Helin
Aboriginal author and entrepreneur, Vancouver

David Mulroney
Former Canadian Ambassador to China, Toronto

Peter John Nicholson
Inaugural President, Council of Canadian  
Academies, Annapolis Royal

Barry Sookman
Senior Partner, McCarthy Tétrault, Toronto

Rob Wildeboer
Executive Chairman, Martinrea International Inc, 
Vaughan

Bryon Wilfert
Former Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministers 
of Finance and the Environment, Toronto

Jim Peterson (in memoriam)

CNAPS
MLI’s Board of Directors oversee CNAPS as well. 

CNAPS’s independent Advisory Council includes:

Derek Burney 
Former Canadian Ambassador in Washington

Richard Fadden
Former National Security Advisor, and  
Former Director of CSIS

Hon. John P. Manley
Former Deputy Prime Minister

Lieutenant-General (Retired) Al Meinzinger, 
CMM, MSM, CD 
(stepped down in 2024)

Eric T. Olson
Admiral, US Navy (Ret.)

Hon. Lisa Raitt
Vice-Chair, Global Investment Banking  
CIBC Capital Markets

David Wilkins
Former US ambassador to Canada

Robert Zoellick
Former USTR and Former President of  
the World Bank

RESEARCH  
ADVISORY BOARD
Janet Ajzenstat
Professor Emeritus of Politics,  
McMaster University

Brian Ferguson
Professor, Health Care Economics,  
University of Guelph

Jack Granatstein
Historian and former head of the Canadian  
War Museum

Patrick James
Dornsife Dean’s Professor of International  
Relations, Emeritus, University of Southern 
California

Rainer Knopff
Professor Emeritus of Politics,  
University of Calgary

Larry Martin
Principal, Dr. Larry Martin and Associates and 
Partner, Agri-Food Management Excellence, Inc

Alexander Moens
Professor and Director of the NATO Field School 
and Simulation Program, 
Simon Fraser University, Greater Vancouver

Christopher Sands
Senior Research Professor, Johns Hopkins 
University

Elliot Tepper
Senior Fellow, Norman Paterson School of  
International Affairs, Carleton University

William Watson
Associate Professor of Economics,  
McGill University
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Senior Fellow Alex Dalziel comes to MLI with more than 20 years of experience 

in Canada’s national security community. Previously, he held positions with the 

Privy Council Office, Canada School of Public Service, Department of National 

Defence, and Canada Border Services Agency. During that time, he worked 

across multiple operational and strategic domains. Dalziel holds Bachelor’s 

and Master’s degrees in history from Memorial University of Newfoundland 

and Labrador, as well as certificates in Russia and Baltic Area Studies from the 

University of Eastern Finland and in European Studies from the University of 

Bonn.

Andrew Irvine FSCC holds degrees from the University of Saskatchewan, the 

University of Western Ontario, and Sydney University. He is a professor and 

past department head in the Department of Economics, Philosophy and Political 

Science at the University of British Columbia’s Okanagan campus. He has also 

served as vice-chair of the UBC Board of Governors, as president of the British 

Columbia Civil Liberties Association, and as a member of the board of directors 

of Canada’s Society for Academic Freedom and Scholarship. An advocate of 

traditional democratic civil liberties, he has written about the importance of free 

speech rights and the rule of law in both modern and ancient democracies. 

He has held visiting positions at several Canadian and American universities, 

and holds courtesy appointments in mathematics at UBC Okanagan and in 

philosophy at the University of Athens.

Eric Kaufmann is a professor of Politics at the University of Buckingham. He is 

the author of Whiteshift: Immigration, Populism and the Future of White Majorities 

(Penguin/Abrams, 2018/19), Shall the Religious Inherit the Earth (Profile Books 

2010), The Rise and Fall of Anglo-America (Harvard 2004), The Orange Order 

(Oxford, 2007), and one other book. He is co-editor, among others, of Political 

Demography (Oxford 2012) and editor of Rethinking Ethnicity: Majority Groups 

and Dominant Minorities (Routledge 2004). He has also written for the New York 

Times, Wall Street Journal, Times of London, Newsweek, National Review, New 

Statesman, Financial Times, and other outlets.

Matthew Bondy is a government relations and public policy leader with 

experience stretching from the halls of Queen’s Park to one of North America’s 

largest tech incubators (Communitech). He is the vice president, national public 

affairs at Enterprise Canada. He is a former deputy chief of staff to the Premier 

of Ontario and the Board Chair at the Ontario Trillium Foundation. Bondy is also 

a recipient of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal. His writing has appeared 

in a variety of national publications, including: the National Post, Toronto Star, 

Australian Naval Review, and Foreign Policy magazine.

NEW MLI SENIOR FELLOWS IN 2023
MLI was pleased to welcome 11 experts to our distinguished network of Senior Fellows in 

2023. Our Fellows make our thought leadership possible and help push the needle toward 

better public policy in Canada.
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David Collins is a professor of International Economic Law at City, University of 

London. He has written several books and many academic articles on the law of the 

World Trade Organization and international investment law. An expert in Canadian 

and British trade policy, his research has focused on trade in services, especially 

legal services and digital trade, along with regional economic integration. Collins 

is co-editor-in-chief of the journal International Trade Law & Regulation and series 

editor for Routledge’s Insights on International Economic Law. 

Collins was nominated to the roster of panellists for NAFTA (now 

USMCA)’s trade remedies disputes by the Government of Canada and to the 

panel of arbitrators for European Union free trade agreements by the European 

Commission. He has given evidence to the UK parliament’s International Trade 

Select Committee on many occasions and is an Independent Member of the 

UK Trade Remedies Authority’s Audit and Risk Assurance Committee. He holds 

degrees from the University of Toronto (B.A., J.D.), the University of Oxford 

(M.Sc., B.CL.) and Maastricht University (Ph.D.). He is a solicitor of England 

and Wales and is a member of the Ontario and New York bars.

Bruce Pardy is executive director of Rights Probe and professor of Law at Queen’s 

University. He is a classically liberal legal academic and an outspoken critic of 

legal progressivism and the illiberal managerial state. 

Pardy has taught at law schools in Canada, the United States, and New 

Zealand, practiced civil litigation at Borden Ladner Gervais LLP in Toronto, served 

as adjudicator and mediator on the Ontario Environmental Review Tribunal, is a 

senior fellow with the Fraser Institute and the Frontier Centre for Public Policy, 

has been a visiting fellow at the Property and Environment Research Center in 

Bozeman, Montana and at the American Institute for Economic Research in 

Great Barrington, Massachusetts, and helped birth the Runnymede Society, a 

branch of the Canadian Constitution Foundation. He spearheaded resistance to 

and the ultimate repeal of the Law Society of Ontario’s statement of principles 

(SOP) policy that required Ontario lawyers to attest to their ideological purity to 

maintain their licence to practice. 

He has written on a wide range of subjects at the front lines of the 

culture war inside the law, including human rights and freedoms, free speech, 

environmental governance, climate change, energy policy, professional and 

university governance, property and tort theory, free markets, and the rule of law. 

He warned of dire consequences as soon as COVID-19 lockdowns were imposed 

in spring 2020, and is one of the authors of the Free North Declaration, a call to 

arms to protect civil liberties from COVID-19 irrationality and overreach.
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Leonid Sirota is an associate professor in the School of Law at the University of 

Reading in the United Kingdom, where he teaches public law. His research interests 

include the rule of law, constitutional interpretation, administrative law, the 

freedoms of conscience and expression, election law, and other aspects of Canadian 

and comparative public law. In addition to academic publications, he blogs at the 

award-winning Double Aspect Blog which he created in 2012 and contributes to 

other academic blogs and media such as The Line and the National Post.

Sirota graduated from the McGill University Faculty of Law with degrees in 

common and civil law and the NYU School of Law with master’s and doctoral 

degrees. He has served as a law clerk at the Federal Court of Canada and, prior 

to moving to Reading, taught constitutional and administrative law and legal 

philosophy at the Auckland University of Technology in New Zealand. He is also 

a research associate of the UBC Centre for Constitutional Law and Legal Studies.

Dave Snow is an associate professor in the Department of Political Science 

at the University of Guelph, where he was the graduate coordinator of the 

Criminology and Criminal Justice Policy program from 2018–2020. His research 

and teaching interests include public policy, criminal justice, constitutional law, 

and federalism. He is the author of Assisted Reproduction Policy in Canada: 

Framing, Federalism, and Failure, (University of Toronto Press, 2018), and the 

co-editor (with F.L. Morton) of Law, Politics, and the Judicial Process in Canada, 

4th Edition (University of Calgary Press, 2018). 

Prior to moving to Guelph, Snow completed his Ph.D. in political science 

at the University of Calgary, and was a Killam Postdoctoral Fellow in the Faculty 

of Medicine at Dalhousie University from 2014–2015. He currently holds a 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Insight Grant to 

empirically evaluate the way the Supreme Court of Canada permits reasonable 

limits on rights.

Alexander Lanoszka is assistant professor in the Department of Political Science 

and the Balsillie School of International Affairs at the University of Waterloo 

in Canada and associate fellow at the UK-based Council on Geostrategy. His 

research addresses alliance politics and military strategy. He has published 

in leading peer-reviewed journals such as International Security, International 

Affairs, and Security Studies. 

He has also co-written policy monographs on Baltic security and Taiwanese 

defence strategy. His books include Atomic Assurance: The Alliance Politics of 

Nuclear Proliferation (Cornell, 2018) and Military Alliances in the Twenty-First 

Century (Polity, 2022). He received his Ph.D. from Princeton University.
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David Zitner has participated at every level of Canadian health care including 

clinical practice, research, administration, governance, and patient and 

professional education. He cared for patients in an active Nova Scotia family 

medicine practice that included obstetrics, emergency department care, and 

caring for hospitalized patients. He was a member of the Federal-Provincial-

Territorial Deputy Ministers task force and co-author of their report titled When 

Less is Better: Using Canada’s Hospitals Efficiently. The report advised health 

organizations to use timely data about health outcomes and access to evaluate 

care and guide changes to clinical and administrative practice. 

Subsequently, the Dalhousie University Faculty of Medicine recruited and 

appointed him as professor and founding director of the Medical Informatics 

program. He continued clinical practice and was instrumental in starting the 

first Canadian graduate program in health informatics, a unique collaboration 

between the Faculties of Medicine, Management and Computer Science.

Jon Hartley is a Canadian economist, researcher, and business commentator. 

He is a Research Fellow at the Foundation For Research on Equal Opportunity, 

a research associate at the Committee on Capital Markets Regulation and 

a research assistant to John Cochrane at the Hoover Institution. His writing 

is regularly featured in national media including the Globe and Mail, and he 

has spent time as an economics column contributor for both Forbes and the 

Huffington Post. Additionally, he has consulted for the World Bank and advised 

the U.S. Congress, Joint Economic Committee. In 2017, Hartley was named one 

of Forbes magazine’s 30 under 30 in Law and Policy. 

Hartley holds a B.A. in Mathematics and Economics from the University of 

Chicago, an M.B.A. from The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania, and a 

nM.P.P. from the Harvard Kennedy School. He is currently completing his Ph.D. 

in Economics at Stanford.
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MLI’s supporters make everything we do possible. Our growth in products, experts, and 

staff is a result of our fundraising efforts, which have made it possible to expand the 

organization and produce more, and better, products in 2023. The following tables are 

taken from our 2023 Audited Financial Statements, which are available upon request. 

FINANCIAL REPORT
(YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023)

FIGURE 10: Revenue by donation type, 2023

Foundations

Corporate and associations

Individual

In-kind and travel recoveries

Event registration and sponsorship

Interest

$1,803,591

$729,177

$191,282

$401,193

$156,151

$39,028

EXPENDITURES 2023 2022

Accounting and legal $       99,038 $       41,208 
Advertising and promotions 160,888 177,707 

Bank charges 8,874 8,147 
Contract fees 898,719 1,019,727 

Editing and design 82,131 67,753
Event speaker fees, catering, supplies, and promotion 137,603 155,306 

Insurance 11,374 17,037 
Office supplies 107,759 56,876

Printing 2,556 1,577
Rent 86,707 84,136 

Research, writing, translation, and reader fees 409,643 314,931 
Salaries and benefits 1,115,991 1,010,915 

Travel and accommodations 150,902 65,245 
Video services 2,079 4,469

Website 43,332 41,236 

TOTAL 3,317,596 3,067,655 

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures $          2,826 $          14,377
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W H A T  P E O P L E  A R E  S A Y I N G  A B O U T  ML I

MLI has been active in the �eld of indigenous public policy, building a �ne 
tradition of working with indigenous organizations, promoting indigenous 
thinkers and encouraging innovative, indigenous-led solutions to the 
challenges of 21st century Canada.

I commend Brian Crowley and the team at MLI for your laudable work as 
one of the leading policy think tanks in our nation’s capital. �e Institute 
has distinguished itself as a thoughtful, empirically based and non-partisan 
contributor to our national public discourse.

May I congratulate MLI for a decade of exemplary leadership on national 
and international issues. �rough high-quality research and analysis, MLI 
has made a signi�cant contribution to Canadian public discourse and policy 
development. With the global resurgence of authoritarianism and illiberal 
populism, such work is as timely as it is important. I wish you continued 
success in the years to come.

– The Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould

– The Honourable Irwin Cotler

– The Right Honourable Stephen Harper

M A C D O N A L D - L A U R I E R  I N S T I T U T E

GOOD POLICY
is worth fighting for.

613-482-8327  
info@macdonaldlaurier.ca

323 Chapel Street, Suite 300, 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1N 7Z2

macdonaldlaurier.ca

http://macdonaldlaurier.ca
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